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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  

 

SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation and Product Vessel Cleanouts 

 

 Q: A customer is cleaning out a product vessel (tank) and will immediately accumulate 5, 55-gallon drums of nonacutely 

hazardous waste sludge near the tank location.  As opposed to managing the five drums of waste as a <90-day 

accumulation area, can the customer manage the waste as a satellite accumulation area and if so, how?  

 

 A: Per WAC 173-303-200(c) [40 CFR 262.34(c)] a satellite accumulation area is basically limited to a total volume of 

55 gallons of hazardous waste with any excess waste requiring management within 3 days at a <90-day 

accumulation area or at an interim status/permitted treatment, storage or disposal facility (TSDF).  This means that 

the customer could immediately accumulate 55-gallons of hazardous waste as a satellite accumulation area and then 

manage any excess amount (the first four containers in this case) within three days at a <90-day area or TSDF. 

 

As further confirmation, the January 3, 1983, Federal Register that proposed the satellite accumulation regulations 

stated on page 120: 

 

“Hazardous wastes are sometimes generated when product vessels in manufacturing plants are periodically 

cleaned out. This maintenance procedure may produce e number of drums of hazardous waste which, according to 

the current regulations, must be managed in accordance with §262.34(a)        as accumulation begins. Some 

generators find this requirement unreasonable, explaining that these drums are commonly removed from the clean-

out area within two or three days, and therefore the immediate need to comply with the regulatory requirements for 

90-day accumulation poses an unreasonable burden. Under the amendment being proposed today, a generator 

would have 72 hours after the first 55 gallons are accumulated in which to comply with either §262.34(a) for 

continued on-site accumulation, or other hazardous waste management standards, as appropriate.  EPA believes 

that today's proposal would alleviate the problems that generators experience with complying with §262.34(a) 

during maintenance of product vessels.” 

 

Federal Register for 
January 3, 1983 - Hazardous Waste Management System, Standards Applicable to Generators of Hazardous Waste (SAAs), Proposed Rule.pdf

 
 

Note that as originally proposed, the requirement to move excess waste was within 72 hours as opposed to 3 days.  

However, EPA finalized the 3-day rule since tracking via precise hours would be an undue burden. 

 

Therefore, the customer could accumulate the 5, 55-gallon containers as a satellite accumulation area but would 

have to move the excess amount (at least the first four of the 55-gallon containers) within three days of exceeding the 

55-gallon limit for a satellite accumulation area. 

   

 SUMMARY:  

 

 Satellite accumulation areas are limited to 55 gallons of nonacutely hazardous waste. 

 

 Any waste in excess of the 55-gallon limit must be managed within three days at a <90-day area or TSDF. 

 

 If a generator immediately exceeds the 55-gallon limit for a satellite accumulation area, the excess waste must be 

managed at a <90-day area or TSDF within the three-day limit. 

 

WAC 173-303-040, WAC 173-303-200(c) and 40 CFR 262.34(c) are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, please contact 

me at “Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620. 
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 

 

SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation and Product Vessel Cleanouts 

 

 

WAC 173-303-040     Definitions 

 

"Satellite accumulation area" means a location at or near any point of generation where hazardous waste is initially accumulated in 

containers (during routine operations) prior to consolidation at a designated ninety-day accumulation area or storage area. The area 

must be under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or secured at all times to prevent improper additions of 

wastes into the satellite containers. 

 

 

 

WAC 173-303-200     Accumulating dangerous waste on-site 

 

 

(2) Satellite accumulation. 

 

(a) A generator may accumulate as much as fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste in 

containers at or near any point of generation where waste initially accumulates (defined as a satellite accumulation area in 

WAC 173-303-040). The satellite area must be under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or 

secured at all times to prevent improper additions of wastes to a satellite container. Satellite accumulation is allowed without a 

permit provided the generator: 

 

(i) Complies with WAC 173-303-630 (2), (4), (5) (a) and (b), (8)(a), and (9) (a) and (b); and 

 

(ii) Complies with subsection (1)(d) of this section. 

 

(b) When fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste is accumulated the container(s) must 

be marked immediately with the accumulation date and moved within three days to a designated storage or accumulation area. 

 

(c) On a case-by-case basis the department may require the satellite area to be managed in accordance with all or some of the 

requirements under subsection (1) of this section, if the nature of the wastes being accumulated, a history of spills or releases 

from accumulated containers, or other factors are determined by the department to be a threat or potential threat to human 

health or the environment. 

 

(3) For the purposes of this section, the ninety-day accumulation period begins on the date that: 

 

(a) The generator first generates a dangerous waste; or 

 

(b) The quantity (or aggregated quantity) of dangerous waste being accumulated by a small quantity generator first exceeds 

the accumulation limit for such waste (or wastes); or 

 

(c) Fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste is accumulated in a satellite accumulation 

area. 

 

 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-040
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-200
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 

 

SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation and Product Vessel Cleanouts 

 

 

40 CFR 262.34     Accumulation time 

 

(c)  

(1) A generator may accumulate as much as 55 gallons of hazardous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste listed in 

§261.31 or §261.33(e) in containers at or near any point of generation where wastes initially accumulate which is under the 

control of the operator of the process generating the waste, without a permit or interim status and without complying with 

paragraph (a) or (d) of this section provided he:  

(i) Complies with §§265.171, 265.172, and 265.173(a) of this chapter; and  

(ii) Marks his containers either with the words “Hazardous Waste” or with other words that identify the contents of 

the containers.  

(2) A generator who accumulates either hazardous waste or acutely hazardous waste listed in §261.31 or §261.33(e) in 

excess of the amounts listed in paragraph (c)(1) of this section at or near any point of generation must, with respect to that 

amount of excess waste, comply within three days with paragraph (a) of this section or other applicable provisions of this 

chapter. During the three day period the generator must continue to comply with paragraphs (c)(1)(i) and (ii) of this section. 

The generator must mark the container holding the excess accumulation of hazardous waste with the date the excess amount 

began accumulating.  

 

  

 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2013-title40-vol27/pdf/CFR-2013-title40-vol27-part262.pdf

