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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation within a <90-day Accumulation Area 
 
 Q: Can a Washington state generator stage a dangerous waste satellite accumulation area (SAA) container 

within a <90-day dangerous waste accumulation area? 
 

 A: A review of WAC 173-303-200(2) [40 CFR 262.34(c)], “Satellite accumulation”, did not specify 
whether a generator was or was not allowed to stage an SAA within a <90-day accumulation area.  
However, a Technical Information Memorandum (TIM) from the Washington Department of 
Ecology entitled, Satellite Accumulation, stated:  
 
“A generator is allowed to locate a satellite accumulation area within a 90/180 day accumulation 
area, as long as it independently meets the definition of a satellite accumulation area and complies 
with the satellite accumulation regulations.” 
 
As defined at WAC 173-303-040: 
 
“’Satellite accumulation area’ means a location at or near any point of generation where 
hazardous waste is initially accumulated in containers (during routine operations) prior to 
consolidation at a designated ninety-day accumulation area or storage area. The area must be 
under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or secured at all times to 
prevent improper additions of wastes into the satellite containers.” 

 
In review of the TIM and SAA definition together, it is interpreted to mean that as long as the SAA 
is at or near the initial point of generation and under the control of the operator of the process that 
generated the waste, or the SAA is secured at all times; and the SAA meets all other SAA container 
management requirements, the SAA can be within a <90-day accumulation area.  
 
Note that the TIM guidance is only applicable to Washington state generators and other states may 
or may not have the same interpretation, i.e., your state may vary. 
 

 SUMMARY: 
 

 An SAA must be at or near the initial point of generation and under control of the operator of the 
process that generated the waste, or the SAA must be secured at all times. 
  

 An SAA meeting all the requirements for an SAA is allowed be within a <90-day accumulation area 
as documented in the Washington Department of Ecology TIM. 
 

 Your state may vary.  Void where prohibited. 
 
 

WAC 173-303-200(2) is attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/publications/94120.pdf
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation within a <90-day Accumulation Area 
 
 
WAC 173-303-200 Accumulating dangerous waste on-site. 

(2) Satellite accumulation. 

(a) A generator may accumulate as much as fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely 
hazardous waste (as defined in WAC 173-303-040) in containers at or near any point of generation where 
waste initially accumulates (defined as a satellite accumulation area in WAC 173-303-040). The satellite 
area must be under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or secured at all times to 
prevent improper additions of wastes to a satellite container. Satellite accumulation is allowed without a 
permit provided the generator: 
 

(i) Complies with WAC 173-303-630 (2), (4), (5) (a) and (b), (8)(a), and (9) (a) and (b); and 
 
(ii) Complies with subsection (1)(d) of this section. 

 
(b) When fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste (as defined in WAC 
173-303-040) is accumulated, the container(s) must be marked immediately with the accumulation date and 
moved within three days to a designated storage or accumulation area. 
 
(c) On a case-by-case basis the department may require the satellite area to be managed in accordance with 
all or some of the requirements under subsection (1) of this section, if the nature of the wastes being 
accumulated, a history of spills or releases from accumulated containers, or other factors are determined by 
the department to be a threat or potential threat to human health or the environment.  
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