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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  

 

SUBJECT: Hazardous Waste Generator Tanks and the Date of Accumulation Marking 

 

 Q: A large quantity generator (LQG) accumulates hazardous waste in <90-day containers and <90-day 

tanks.  The generator understands that per WAC 173-303-200(c) [40 CFR 262.34(a)(2)] each container 

must be marked with the accumulation start date and that per WAC 173-303-200(d) [40 CFR 

262.34(a)(3)] each container and tank must be marked with the words “Dangerous Waste” or 

“Hazardous Waste”, and specifically in Washington state, the major risk(s).  But what about the 

accumulation start date for tanks; must <90-day tanks be marked with an accumulation start date? 

 

 A: According to an EPA RCRA Call Center Monthly Report dated June 2003: 

 

“The LQG must also mark hazardous waste accumulation tanks with the date upon which the 

hazardous waste accumulation period begins. Although this requirement is not cited in Section 

262.34(a)(2), EPA intended for both tanks and containers to be marked with accumulation start 

dates (51 FR 10146, 10160; March 24, 1986). This requirement ensures that LQGs accumulate 

hazardous waste in accordance with the 90-day accumulation time limit.” 

 

Furthermore, the March 24, 1986, Federal Register on page 10160 states:  

 

“Section 262.34 contains the requirements for generators that accumulate hazardous waste on-site. 

Under § 262.34(a), a generator may accumulate hazardous waste on-site in tanks or containers in 

any quantity for up to 90 days without the need to have interim status or obtain a storage permit 

under RCRA (or comply with Parts 264 or 265) provided the generator complies with the limited 

requirements of § 262.34. These requirements specify that: (i) the date upon which the period of 

accumulation begins is clearly marked on the tank or container; [emphasis added] (ii) the tank or 

container is labeled with the words "Hazardous Waste"; (iii) the generator complies with Subparts 

C and D of 40 CFR Part 265 …” 

 

Therefore, even though current regulations at WAC 173-303-200 and 40 CFR 262.34 do not specify 

that LQG tanks be marked with an accumulation start date, the intention to mark <90-day tanks with 

an accumulation start date is the same as the requirement  to mark <90-day containers. 

 

SUMMARY: 

 

 The regulations state that LQG containers must be marked with an accumulation start date. 

 

 The regulations do not state that LQG tanks must be marked with an accumulation start date. 

 

 However, the March 24, 1986, Federal Register clearly stated EPA’s intent that LQG tanks, like 

LQG containers, be marked with an accumulation start date. 

 

WAC 173-303-200(1) and the June 2003 EPA Monthly Report are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any 

questions, please contact me at “Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620. 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/osw/rcra.nsf/0c994248c239947e85256d090071175f/5A47C35B4D1FCC1085256DD60058B3D8/$file/14683.pdf
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 

 

SUBJECT: Hazardous Waste Generator Tanks and the Date of Accumulation Marking 
 

WAC 173-303-200  Accumulating dangerous waste on-site.  

 

(1) A generator, not to include transporters as referenced in WAC 173-303-240(3), may accumulate dangerous waste on-

site without a permit for ninety days or less after the date of generation, provided that: 

(a) All such waste is shipped off-site to a designated facility or placed in an on-site facility which is permitted by 

the department under WAC 173-303-800 through 173-303-845 or recycled or treated on-site in ninety days or less. 

The department may, on a case-by-case basis, grant a maximum thirty day extension to this ninety day period if 

dangerous wastes must remain on-site due to unforeseen, temporary and uncontrollable circumstances. A generator 

who accumulates dangerous waste for more than ninety days is an operator of a storage facility and is subject to the 

facility requirements of this chapter and the permit requirements of this chapter as a storage facility unless he has 

been granted an extension to the ninety day period allowed pursuant to this subsection; 

 

(b) The waste is placed: 

 

(i) In containers and the generator complies with WAC 173-303-630 (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (8), (9), (10), and 40 

CFR Part 265 Subparts AA, BB, and CC incorporated by reference at WAC 173-303-400 (3)(a). For container 

accumulation (including satellite areas as described in subsection (2) of this section), the department may 

require that the accumulation area include secondary containment in accordance with WAC 173-303-630(7), if 

the department determines that there is a potential threat to public health or the environment due to the nature 

of the wastes being accumulated, or due to a history of spills or releases from accumulated containers. In 

addition, any new container accumulation areas (but not including new satellite areas, unless required by the 

department) constructed or installed after September 30, 1986, must comply with the provisions of WAC 173-

303-630(7); and/or 

 

(ii) In tanks and the generator complies with 40 C.F.R. Part 265 Subparts AA, BB, and CC incorporated by 

reference at WAC 173-303-400 (3)(a) and 173-303-640 (2) through (10), except WAC 173-303-640 (8)(c) and 

the second sentence of WAC 173-303-640 (8)(a). (Note: A generator, unless otherwise required to do so, does 

not have to prepare a closure plan, a cost estimate for closure, or provide financial responsibility for his tank 

system to satisfy the requirements of this section.) Such a generator is exempt from the requirements of WAC 

173-303-620 and 173-303-610, except for WAC 173-303-610 (2) and (5); and/or 

 

(iii) On drip pads and the generator complies with WAC 173-303-675 and maintains the following records at 

the facility: 

 

(A) A description of procedures that will be followed to ensure that all wastes are removed from the drip 

pad and associated collection system at least once every 90 days; and 

 

(B) Documentation of each waste removal, including the quantity of waste removed from the drip pad and 

the sump or collection system and the date and time of removal; and/or 

 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-200
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(iv) In containment buildings and the generator complies with 40 CFR Part 265 Subpart DD, which is 

incorporated by reference, and the generator has placed its independent qualified registered professional 

engineer certification that the building complies with the design standards specified in 40 C.F.R. 265.1101 in 

the facility's operating record no later than sixty days after the date of initial operation of the unit. Where 

subpart G and H are referenced in 40 C.F.R. 265.1102, replace them with WAC 173-303-610 and 173-303-620. 

After February 18, 1993, PE certification will be required prior to operation of the unit. The owner or operator 

must maintain the following records at the facility: 

 

(A) A written description of procedures to ensure that each waste volume remains in the unit for no more 

than ninety days, a written description of the waste generation and management practices for the facility 

showing that they are consistent with respecting the ninety-day limit, and documentation that the 

procedures are complied with; or 

 

(B) Documentation that the unit is emptied at least once every ninety days. 

 

(c) The date upon which each period of accumulation begins is marked and clearly visible for inspection on each 

container; 

 

(d) While being accumulated on site, each container and tank is labeled or marked clearly with the words 

"dangerous waste" or "hazardous waste." Each container or tank must also be marked with a label or sign which 

identifies the major risk(s) associated with the waste in the container or tank for employees, emergency response 

personnel and the public (note: If there is already a system in use that performs this function in accordance with 

local, state, or federal regulations, then such system will be adequate). The department may also require that a sign 

be posted at each entrance to the accumulation area, bearing the legend, "danger--unauthorized personnel keep out," 

or an equivalent legend, written in English, and legible from a distance of twenty-five feet or more; and 

 

(e) The generator complies with the requirements for facility operators contained in:… 

 
 

 

EPA530-R-03-002f            RO 14683 

 

RCRA, SUPERFUND & EPCRA CALL CENTER MONTHLY REPORT    June 2003 

 

1. Start Dates on Large Quantity Generator Tanks 

 

A large quantity generator (LQG) accumulates hazardous waste in both tanks and containers. The generator labeled 

each container with the date upon which the accumulation period began in accordance with 40 CFR Section 

262.34(a)(2). Must this LQG also mark the accumulation start date on tanks that are used to accumulate hazardous 

waste? 

 

The LQG must also mark hazardous waste accumulation tanks with the date upon which the hazardous waste 

accumulation period begins. Although this requirement is not cited in Section 262.34(a)(2), EPA intended for both tanks 

and containers to be marked with accumulation start dates (51 FR 10146, 10160; March 24, 1986). This requirement 

ensures that LQGs accumulate hazardous waste in accordance with the 90-day accumulation time limit.  

 


