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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  

 

SUBJECT: EPA Hazardous Waste Markings - Accumulation vs. Pre-Transport 

 

 Q: What are the basic differences in marking and labeling requirements for hazardous waste containers in a 

generator's accumulation area versus the pre-transport requirements at the time of shipment offsite? 

 

 A: Per WAC 173-303-200(1)(c) and (d) [40 CFR 262.34(a)(2) and (3)], during generator accumulation a 

generator's containers must be marked with the words "Hazardous Waste" (or "Dangerous Waste" in 

Washington State), and with the date accumulation began.  Specific to Washington state, each container 

must also be marked with the major risk(s), e.g., Flammable, Corrosive, Dangerous When Wet, etc. 

 

Per WAC 173-303-190(2) and (3) [40 CFR 262.32], at pre-transport a generator's containers must be 

marked and labeled per the Department of Transportation (DOT) requirements at 49 CFR Part 172, and 

with the following wording: 

 

HAZARDOUS WASTE - State and federal law prohibits improper disposal. If found, contact the nearest 

police or public safety authority, and the Washington state department of ecology or the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency.  

 

Generator's Name and Address_________________________________ 

Generator’s EPA Identification Number__________________________  

Manifest Tracking Number____________________________________ 

 

Therefore, during accumulation the hazardous/dangerous waste containers must be marked with the 

words “Hazardous Waste”, the date of accumulation and in Washington State, and the major risk.  At the 

time of transport the hazardous/dangerous waste containers must also include the wording, if found, 

contact the police, etc.  During accumulation and before transportation, the “if found…”, generator 

information,  and manifest tracking number wording are not required to be marked on the containers. 

 

 SUMMARY: 

 

 Accumulation markings include: the words Hazardous Waste or Dangerous Waste*, the date 

accumulation began and the major risk(s)*.  [*State of Washington requirements.] 

 

 Pre-transport markings include: DOT marks and labels, the wording "Hazardous Waste -State and 

federal law prohibits improper disposal.  If found…", the generator's name, address, EPA ID number 

and manifest tracking number. 

 

 During accumulation and before transportation, the “if found…”, generator information and manifest 

tracking number wording are not required to be marked on the waste containers. 

 

Excerpts from WAC 173-303-190 and WAC 173-303-200 are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, please 

contact me at "Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620. 
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 

 

SUBJECT: EPA Hazardous Waste Markings - Accumulation vs. Pre-Transport 
 

 

WAC 173 -303-200 Accumulating dangerous waste on-site.  

 

(1) A generator, not to include transporters as referenced in WAC 173-303-240(3), may accumulate dangerous waste on-

site without a permit for ninety days or less after the date of generation, provided that: 

(c) The date upon which each period of accumulation begins is marked and clearly visible for inspection on each 

container; 

 

(d) While being accumulated on site, each container and tank is labeled or marked clearly with the words 

"dangerous waste" or "hazardous waste." Each container or tank must also be marked with a label or sign which 

identifies the major risk(s) associated with the waste in the container or tank for employees, emergency response 

personnel and the public (note: If there is already a system in use that performs this function in accordance with 

local, state, or federal regulations, then such system will be adequate). The department may also require that a 

sign be posted at each entrance to the accumulation area, bearing the legend, "danger—unauthorized personnel 

keep out," or an equivalent legend, written in English, and legible from a distance of twenty-five feet or more; 

and 

 

WAC 173 -303-190 Preparing dangerous waste for transport.  

 

The generator must fulfill the following requirements before transporting off-site or offering for off-site transport any 

dangerous waste. 

 

(2) Labeling. The generator must label each package in accordance with United States DOT regulations, 49 C.F.R. Part 

172. 

 

(3) Marking. The generator must: 

(a) Mark each package of dangerous waste in accordance with the applicable United States DOT regulations on 

hazardous materials under 49 C.F.R. Part 172; and 

(b) Mark each container of one hundred nineteen gallons or less of dangerous waste used in such transportation 

with the following, or equivalent words and information in accordance with 49 C.F.R. 172.304: 

 

HAZARDOUS WASTE - State and federal law prohibits improper disposal. If found, contact the nearest police 

or public safety authority, and the Washington state department of ecology or the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency. 

Generator's Name and Address 

Generator's EPA Identification Number 

Manifest Tracking Number 


