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SUBJECT:

Q:

SUMMARY:

TWO MINUTE TRAINING
Satellite Accumulation and Process Location Changes

A customer has a satellite accumulation area (SAA) and understands that the SAA must be at or near
the point of generation where the waste initially accumulates, and that the SAA must be under the
control of the operator generating the waste. However, the customer needs to move the process
generating the waste to another location on the generator’s site. If a process that generates waste is
moved onsite, is it acceptable to move the associated SAA waste container to the new process location,
or must the SAA waste container be moved directly to a less than 90-day hazardous waste accumulation
area or a permitted treatment, storage or disposal facility (TSDF)?

Per WAC 173-303-200(2)(a) [40 CFER 262.34(c)], a generator may accumulate as much as fifty-
five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste per waste stream in
containers at or near any point of generation where waste initially accumulates (defined as a
satellite accumulation area in WAC 173-303-040). The satellite area must be under the control of
the operator of the process generating the waste or secured at all times to prevent improper
additions of wastes to a satellite container. Satellite accumulation is allowed without a permit
provided the generator complies with WAC 173-303-630(2), (4), (5)(a) and (b), (8)(a), and (9)(a)
and (b), and with WAC 173-303-200(1)(d) concerning major risk markings — a Washington state
requirement.

Since SAA waste may be accumulated at or near any point of generation where waste initially
accumulates, the SAA cannot be moved from the process’s original point of generation. If the
process is moved, all SAA wastes would have to be transferred to a designated accumulation or
storage area.

As confirmation, Mr. Tom Cusack of the Washington Department of Ecology answered the above
question in an e-mail dated August 18, 2009, and stated:

“No. That would be a new point of generation and not “at or near”” the original point of
generation for the waste inside the drum. SAA sites are not mobile.”

Therefore it is not acceptable to move the SAA waste container to the new process location and the
SAA waste container must be moved to a <90-day hazardous waste accumulation area or a
permitted TSDF.

B Satellite accumulation may occur at or near the initial point of generation.

B If the generating process is moved, the SAA is no longer at or near the initial point of generation.

B SAA: sites are not mobile and cannot be moved with a waste generating process to a new location.

Excerpts from WAC 173-303-200 are attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions, please contact me at
"Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT
SUBJECT:  Satellite Accumulation and Process Location Changes
WAC 173-303-200

(2) Satellite accumulation.

(a) A generator may accumulate as much as fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely
hazardous waste in containers at or near any point of generation where waste initially accumulates (defined as
a satellite accumulation area in WAC 173-303-040). The satellite area must be under the control of the
operator of the process generating the waste or secured at all times to prevent improper additions of wastes to
a satellite container. Satellite accumulation is allowed without a permit provided the generator:

(i) Complies with WAC 173-303-630 (2), (4), (5) (a) and (b), (8)(a), and (9) (a) and (b); and
(i) Complies with subsection (1)(d) of this section.

(b) When fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste is accumulated per
waste stream, the container(s) must be marked immediately with the accumulation date and moved within
three days to a designated storage or accumulation area.

(c) On a case-by-case basis the department may require the satellite area to be managed in accordance with all
or some of the requirements under subsection (1) of this section, if the nature of the wastes being accumulated,
a history of spills or releases from accumulated containers, or other factors are determined by the department
to be a threat or potential threat to human health or the environment.

Regulatory citation titles/summaries:
WAC 173-303-040 Definitions.
WAC 173-303-630 Use and management of containers.

(2 Condition of containers.

4) Compatibility of waste with containers.

(5)(a) Management of containers (kept closed)

(5)(b) Management of containers (stored properly)
(8)(a) Store reactive wastes per International Fire Code
(9)(a) No incompatibles in same container

(9)(b) Separate incompatibles

WAC 173-303-200 Accumulating dangerous waste on-site.
(1)(d) Mark containers as "dangerous waste" or "hazardous waste™ and with the

major risk(s). Washington Dept. of Ecology may also require “Danger”
signs at SAA locations.
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