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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT: CERCLA Hazardous Substances — A Brief Definition

Q: What is a brief definition of hazardous substance per the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA a.k.a., Superfund) and how broad is that definition?

A: The definition is oh so broad.

Without listing thousands of chemical constituents and radionuclides in various table formats,
section 101 of CERCLA basically defines CERCLA hazardous substances as:

e Any substance designated or any toxic pollutant listed pursuant to the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act,

« Any element, compound, mixture, solution, or substance designated pursuant to CERCLA,

e Any hazardous waste having the characteristics identified under or listed pursuant to the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA),

e Any hazardous air pollutant listed under the Clean Air Act (CAA), and

« Any imminently hazardous chemical substance or mixture with respect to which the
Administrator has taken action pursuant to the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).

As is evident in the above wording, CERCLA hazardous substances include hazardous
substances designated, listed or deemed imminently hazardous under CWA, RCRA, CAA and
TSCA and hence CERCLA hazardous substances are very broad.

SUMMARY:
B CERCLA hazardous substances include thousands of chemical constituents and radionuclides.
E The definition of CERCLA hazardous substances includes hazardous substances under CWA,
RCRA, CAA and TSCA.
E So yes CERCLA hazardous substances are very broad.

Nothing is attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions, please contact me at “Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or
at (509) 376-6620.
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