
  2MT - TABLE OF CONTENTS Page 17 
 
     SUBJECT            DATE   
 
1056. PCB Reporting and Recordkeeping Relief      ENCORE  JAN 12, 2014 
1057. Commercial Chemical Products and Unused Batteries    ENCORE  JAN 16, 2014 
1058. PCB Annual Records Retention Timeframes       JAN 31, 2014 
1059. Satellite Accumulation within a <90-day Accumulation Area      FEB 7, 2014 
1060. PCB Certificate of Disposal Relief      ENCORE  FEB 13, 2014 
1061. Used Oil and Weekly Inspections        FEB 20, 2014 
1062. Bags and RCRA Container Definition        FEB 27, 2014 
1063. Product Storage Tank Residues and Hazardous Waste Regulations   ENCORE  MAR 6, 2014 
1064. Spent Lead-Acid Batteries and Accumulation Time Limits      MAR 13, 2014 
1065. Land Disposal Restrictions and Dates of Accumulation      MAR 23, 2014 
1066. Universal Waste Accumulation Time Limits and the One Year Rule     MAR 29, 2014 
1067. PCB Manifest Discrepancy Reports and Estimated Waste Weights     APR 6, 2014 
1068. PCB Wastes, Independent Transporters and Confirmation of Receipt     APR 10, 2014 
1069. Paint Wastes and The Applicability of the F001-F005 Listings  to Ingredients  ENCORE  APR 20, 2014 
1070. Other Paint Wastes and the Applicability of the F001-F005 Listings   ENCORE  APR 24, 2014 
1071. Multiple Characteristic Hazardous Waste Codes and Underlying Hazardous Constituents   MAY 1, 2014 
1072. TSCA "No PCBs" versus "Non-PCBs" versus "Nondetectable PCBs"   ENCORE  MAY 8, 2014 
1073. Purpose of Keeping a Hazardous Waste  Container Closed    ENCORE  MAY 15, 2014 
1074. PCB Containers and Multiple Removed From Service Dates      MAY 22, 2014 
1075. Satellite Accumulation and RCRA Personnel Training      MAY 29, 2014 
1076. Transporter Signatures on Hazardous Waste Manifest and Multiple Drivers    JUN 5, 2014 
1077. Universal Waste and Nonhazardous Batteries       JUN 12, 2014 
1078. Universal Waste and Incandescent Bulbs        JUN 19, 2014 
1079. The PCB Mark and the Fields “Also Contact” and “Tel No”    ENCORE  JUN 29, 2014  
1080. Halon Fire Extinguishers - Banned or Not Banned?     ENCORE  JUL 5, 2014 
1081. Cabinets as RCRA Containers        ENCORE  JUL 13, 2014 
1082. LDR Storage Prohibitions and Treated Wastes     ENCORE  JUL 17, 2014 
1083. LDR Treatment Standards and F001 “Chlorinated Fluorocarbons”   ENCORE  JUL 24, 2014 
1084. RCRA Regulatory Status of Chlorinated Fluorocarbons Used as Refrigerants  ENCORE  JUL 31, 2014 
1085. Universal Wastes, Manifesting and DOT Shipping Names      AUG 7, 2014 
1086. CERCLA Hazardous Substances – A Brief Definition      AUG 14, 2014 
1087. CERCLA Hazardous Substances – The Petroleum Exclusion      AUG 21, 2014 
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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: PCB Concentration Assumptions for Use vs. PCB Disposal 
 
 Q: A customer has several small transformers containing <3 pounds of fluid.  The customer has been using the 

PCB concentration assumptions for use at 40 CFR 761.2(a)(1) which basically allow any person to assume 
that transformers with < 3 pounds of unestablished fluid have a PCB concentration of < 50 ppm.  The 
customer now wants to dispose of the transformers that have been assumed to be <50 ppm PCBs.  Can the 
customer continue to assume the transformers are <50 ppm PCBs and dispose as PCB nonregulated wastes? 
 

 A: Per TSCA EPA’s January 2009 Version of the Revisions to the PCB Question and Answer Manual on 
page 6 it states: 
 
“Q:  Do the PCB concentration assumptions in §761.2 apply to use, storage and disposal, or only use? 
 
  A:  The assumptions apply to use and to storage for reuse. They do not apply to disposal or to storage 

   for disposal. For example, if you are the owner of a transformer manufactured before July 2, 1979, 
that contains >3 pounds of fluid other than mineral oil at an unknown concentration, while the 
transformer is in use you must assume it is a PCB Transformer, i.e., that it contains >500 ppm PCBs. 
Once you decide to dispose of the transformer, you are no longer required to assume that it is a PCB 
Transformer. You must know the concentration at the time of disposal in order to assure compliance 
with the regulations. However, if you place the transformer into storage for disposal without having 
determined its concentration, EPA recommends that you store it as if it contains PCBs at regulated 
levels to avoid a violation.” 
 

The example given by EPA (>3 pounds of fluid) does not apply to the customer’s situation; however, the 
main points of EPA’s answer do apply.  The assumptions for use apply to use and to storage for reuse; 
and you must know the concentration of PCBs at the time of disposal to comply with 40 CFR 761. 
 
Therefore, our customer cannot assume that their transformers with <3 lbs of fluid are <50 ppm PCBs at 
the time of disposal and per 40 CFR 761.2(c) the customer must test the fluid or use manufacturer’s 
information and service records to document the concentration PCBs.   

 
 SUMMARY: 

 
 The PCB concentration assumptions for use at 40 CFR 761.2 apply to use and to storage for reuse. 

 
 Once a PCB item is removed from service for disposal, the PCB concentration assumptions for use do 

not apply and the PCB concentrations must be known at the time of disposal. 
 

 PCB items destined for disposal must have their PCB concentrations established per 40 CFR 761.2(c) 
by testing, or by manufacturer’s information and service records. 

 
40 CFR 761.2 and excerpts from the January 2009 PCB Q&A Manual are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any 
questions, please contact me at “Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620. 
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: PCB Concentration Assumptions for Use vs. PCB Disposal 
 
§761.2   PCB concentration assumptions for use 
 
(a)  

(1) Any person may assume that transformers with < 3 pounds (1.36 kilograms (kgs)) of fluid, circuit breakers, 
reclosers, oil-filled cable, and rectifiers whose PCB concentration is not established contain PCBs at < 50 ppm.  
 
(2) Any person must assume that mineral oil-filled electrical equipment that was manufactured before July 2, 
1979, and whose PCB concentration is not established is PCB-Contaminated Electrical Equipment (i.e., contains 
≥50 ppm PCB, but < 500 ppm PCB). All pole-top and pad-mounted distribution transformers manufactured 
before July 2, 1979, must be assumed to be mineral-oil filled. Any person may assume that electrical equipment 
manufactured after July 2, 1979, is non-PCB (i.e., < 50 ppm PCBs). If the date of manufacture of mineral oil-
filled electrical equipment is unknown, any person must assume it to be PCB-Contaminated.  
 
(3) Any person must assume that a transformer manufactured prior to July 2, 1979, that contains 1.36 kg (3 
pounds) or more of fluid other than mineral oil and whose PCB concentration is not established, is a PCB 
Transformer (i.e., ≥ 500 ppm). If the date of manufacture and the type of dielectric fluid are unknown, any 
person must assume the transformer to be a PCB Transformer.  
 
(4) Any person must assume that a capacitor manufactured prior to July 2, 1979, whose PCB concentration is not 
established contains ≥500 ppm PCBs. Any person may assume that a capacitor manufactured after July 2, 1979, 
is non-PCB (i.e., < 50 ppm PCBs). If the date of manufacture is unknown, any person must assume the capacitor 
contains ≥500 ppm PCBs. Any person may assume that a capacitor marked at the time of manufacture with the 
statement “No PCBs” in accordance with §761.40(g) is non-PCB.  

 
(b) PCB concentration may be established by:  
 

(1) Testing the equipment; or  
 
(2) 

(i) A permanent label, mark, or other documentation from the manufacturer of the equipment indicating 
its PCB concentration at the time of manufacture; and  
 
(ii) Service records or other documentation indicating the PCB concentration of all fluids used in 
servicing the equipment since it was first manufactured. 

 
[63 FR 35436, June 29, 1998, as amended at 64 FR 33759, June 24, 1999] 
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: PCB Concentration Assumptions for Use vs. PCB Disposal 
 

January 2009 Version 
Revisions to the PCB Q and A Manual 

 
§761.2 Assumptions 
 
General 
 
 
1. Q: Do the PCB concentration assumptions in §761.2 apply to use, storage and disposal, or only use? 
 
A: The assumptions apply to use and to storage for reuse. They do not apply to disposal or to storage for disposal. For 
example, if you are the owner of a transformer manufactured before July 2, 1979, that contains >3 pounds of fluid other 
than mineral oil at an unknown concentration, while the transformer is in use you must assume it is a PCB Transformer, 
i.e., that it contains >500 ppm PCBs. Once you decide to dispose of the transformer, you are no longer required to 
assume that it is a PCB Transformer. You must know the concentration at the time of disposal in order to assure 
compliance with the regulations. However, if you place the transformer into storage for disposal without having 
determined its concentration, EPA recommends that you store it as if it contains PCBs at regulated levels to avoid a 
violation. 
 
 
2. Q: Can I dispose of equipment manufactured after July 2, 1979, without testing to determine if it is non-PCB? 
 
A: No. The PCB concentration assumptions in §761.2 apply only while the equipment is in use. At the time of disposal 
you must know the equipment’s actual PCB concentration. 
 
 
3. Q: If PCBs are not used in an authorized manner and are released, can the assumptions in these sections still be 
made? 
 
A: No, for two reasons. First, the assumptions apply only to authorized uses. Second, the assumptions only apply while 
the equipment is in use or stored for reuse. They do not apply to PCBs that have spilled or been otherwise released from 
the equipment. 
 
 
4. Q: Can I clean up a spill from a transformer manufactured after 1979 assuming the PCB concentration of the spill 
is <50 ppm? Similarly, can I clean up a spill from a transformer containing less than 3 pounds of PCBs assuming the 
concentration is <50 ppm? 
 
A: No. The PCB concentration assumptions in §761.2 apply only while the equipment is in use or stored for reuse. At the 
time of disposal you must know the equipment’s actual PCB concentration. The concentration assumptions do not apply 
to PCBs that have spilled or been otherwise released from the equipment. 
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