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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Generator Weekly Inspection Log Documentation – Federal vs. WA State 

 
 Q: What are the Federal and the State of Washington generator requirements for documenting central 

accumulation area (less-than-90-day) container inspections and any subsequent corrective actions? 
 

 A: Per 40 CFR 262.17, a generator may accumulate hazardous waste on-site for 90 days or less without a 
permit provided that (among other things), the waste is placed in containers and the generator conducts 
at least weekly inspections.  The generator inspection regulation at 40 CFR 262.17(a)(v) states that 
inspections must include looking for leaking containers and deterioration of containers and to see 40 
CFR 262.17(a)(1)(ii) for remedial actions required if deterioration or leaks are detected.  However, there is 
no Federal requirement to document inspections or any corrective actions taken.  Therefore, generators 
subject to Federal or Federally equivalent State regulations are not required to document weekly 
inspections or subsequent corrective actions.  However, it is a best management practice for the generator 
to demonstrate regulatory compliance to regulators and documentation is a good demonstration. 
 
Per the Washington Administrative Code (WAC), 173-303-200, Washington State generators may also 
accumulate dangerous waste on-site for 90 days or less without a permit provided that (among other 
things), the waste is placed in containers and the generator conducts at least weekly inspections looking 
for leaking containers and deterioration of containers and the containment system.  Note that the WAC 
reference to inspecting the containment system is more stringent than the Federal requirements, which 
only requires inspection of the containers.  The generator inspection regulation at WAC 173-303-
200(3)(d) states that the generator must keep an inspection log noting the observations made and the 
nature of any repairs or remedial actions.  Therefore, Washington State generators, unlike Federal 
generators, are required to document weekly inspections and any subsequent corrective actions taken. 
 
The State of Washington has chosen to be more stringent than the Federal regulations by requiring 
documentation of inspections performed and corrective actions taken. 

 
 SUMMARY: 

 
 Generators subject to Federal or Washington State regulations can accumulate hazardous/dangerous wastes 

on-site for 90-days or less without a permit, provided that (among other things), at least weekly inspections 
are conducted. 

 
 Federal regulations require that generators look for leaks and deterioration of containers but do not require 

documentation of inspections performed or corrective actions taken. 
 

 WA State regulations also require generators to look for leaks and deterioration of containers and the 
containment system but do require documentation of inspections performed and corrective actions taken. 

 
Pertinent regulations from 40 CFR 262.17 and WAC 173-303-200 are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, 
please contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2019-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2019-title40-vol28-sec262-17.xml
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-200
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question


  
 

FROM:  Paul W. Martin   DATE: 1/2/20   FILE:   2MT\2020\010220.rtf   PG:  2 
 

DISCLAIMER - “Two Minute Training” (“2MT”) is a peer-to-peer communication, presented to share the benefit of the author’s work experience with other professionals, who can independently evaluate his analysis. 
2MT does not necessarily reflect the opinions, conclusions or policies of the author’s past or current employers or the US Department of Energy. The author’s employers do not take any responsibility for the accuracy 
of its conclusions. 2MT is not intended to be used as authoritative guidance or direction by any person or entity. Anyone transmitting or reproducing it is prohibited from modifying its content, this disclaimer, or other 
text, or republishing it independent of its original source. 

 

TWO MINUTE TRAINING – ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: Generator Weekly Inspection Log Documentation – Federal vs. WA State 
 
40 CFR §262.17   Conditions for exemption for a large quantity generator that accumulates hazardous waste 

A large quantity generator may accumulate hazardous waste on site without a permit or interim status, and without complying with 
the requirements of parts 124, 264 through 267, and 270 of this chapter, or the notification requirements of section 3010 of RCRA, 
provided that all of the following conditions for exemption are met: 

(a) Accumulation. A large quantity generator accumulates hazardous waste on site for no more than 90 days, unless in compliance with 
the accumulation time limit extension or F006 accumulation conditions for exemption in paragraphs (b) through (e) of this section. The 
following accumulation conditions also apply: 

(1) Accumulation of hazardous waste in containers. If the hazardous waste is placed in containers, the large quantity generator 
must comply with the following: 

(ii) Condition of containers. If a container holding hazardous waste is not in good condition, or if it begins to leak, the 
large quantity generator must immediately transfer the hazardous waste from this container to a container that is in 
good condition, or immediately manage the waste in some other way that complies with the conditions for 
exemption of this section; 
 

(v) Inspections. At least weekly, the large quantity generator must inspect central accumulation areas. The large 
quantity generator must look for leaking containers and for deterioration of containers caused by corrosion or other 
factors. See paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section for remedial action required if deterioration or leaks are detected. 

 
 
WAC 173-303-200 Conditions for exemption for a large quantity generator that accumulates dangerous waste. 
 
Large quantity generators, not to include transporters as referenced in WAC 173-303-240(3), may accumulate dangerous waste on site 
without a permit or interim status, and without complying with the requirements of WAC 173-303-600 provided that all of the following 
conditions for exemption listed in this section are met. 
 
(3) Accumulation of waste in containers. 
 

(a) Condition of containers. If a container holding dangerous waste is not in good condition (e.g., severe corroding or rusting or 
flaking or scaling, and/or apparent structural defects) or if it begins to leak or is leaking, the generator must transfer the dangerous 
waste from this container to a container that is in good condition and does not leak and continue to manage that container and 
waste in compliance with the conditions for exemption in this section. In addition, the owner or operator must address leaks and 
spills in accordance with the applicable provisions of WAC 173-303-145 and 173-303-360. 
 
 
(d) Inspections. The generator must conduct "weekly inspections," as defined in WAC 173-303-040, of each central accumulation 
area looking for leaking containers and for deterioration of containers and the containment system caused by corrosion, 
deterioration, or other factors. The generator must keep a written or electronic inspection log including at least the date and time 
of the inspection, the printed name and the handwritten or electronic signature of the inspector, a notation of the observations 
made and the date and nature of any repairs or remedial actions taken. The log must be kept at the facility for at least five years 
from the date of inspection. See subsection (5)(a) of this section for remedial action required if deterioration or leaks are detected. 

 
(5)(a) [wood treatment drip pad requirements] is a typo and should be (3)(a).  PWMartin comment. 
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