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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Absorbent Additions and Treatment 
 

Q: A generator at a permitted TSDF has three containers of hazardous waste that include small amounts of 
liquid.  One waste container was just generated; another waste container was just repackaged; and the 
other waste container has been in storage in its original container.  The customer wants to add absorbent 
to the waste containers to address the small amounts of liquid.  Considering the above three container 
scenarios, when is a treatment permit required for the absorbent addition? 
 

A: WAC 173-303-600(3)(k) [40 CFR 264.1(g)(10)], and WAC 173-303-400(1)(c)(vi)  [40 CFR 265.1(c)(13)], 
state that the following is not applicable to the final facility standards or interim status standards: 
 
“The addition, by a generator, of absorbent material to waste in a container, or of waste to absorbent 
material in a container, provided that these actions occur at the time the waste is first placed in containers 
or, in the case of repackaging of previously containerized waste into new containers, at the time the waste is 
first placed into the new containers and the generator complies with WAC 173-303-200 (1)(b) and 173-303-
395 (1)(a) and (b)…” 
 
As stated in the February 25, 1982, Federal Register on page 8305: 
 
“The Agency does not believe that these treatment practices [addition of absorbent], when employed at the 
time hazardous wastes have been first placed in containers, pose a substantial hazard to human health or 
the environment.” 
 
“However, the Agency is not convinced that these treatment practices, when employed at a time after 
hazardous waste have been emplaced in containers, pose no substantial hazard.  This is because such 
container must be opened in order to employ these practices.” 
 
Concerning the three waste containers, the treatment exemption would apply to the waste that was just 
generated, and to the waste that was just repackaged to a new container.  The addition of absorbent under 
these two scenarios occurred at the time the waste was first placed in the container or when repackaged to a 
new container and therefore a treatment permit is not required. 
 
The treatment exemption would not apply to the waste that had been in storage in its original container.  If 
absorbent is added at a later time, EPA contends that this is treatment requiring a permit or some other 
mechanism like treatment by generator. 

SUMMARY: 
 

 The addition of absorbent to hazardous waste containers can be exempt from treatment permits. 
 

 If absorbent is added to a container when waste is first added to a container, or when the waste is first 
placed into a new container, the treatment exemption is applicable. 
 

 If absorbent is added to the container after a period of time, the treatment exemption is not applicable. 
 
Nothing is attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-600
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2016-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2016-title40-vol28-sec264-1.xml
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-400
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2016-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2016-title40-vol28-sec265-1.xml
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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