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1298. Available Regulatory Relief from Underlying Hazardous Constituent (UHC) Requirements  ENCORE  SEP 27, 2018 
1299. Satellite Accumulation and the One Year LDR Prohibitions on Storage    ENCORE  OCT 4, 2018 
1300. Purpose of the <90-day Hazardous Waste Accumulation Conditional Exclusion   ENCORE  OCT 11, 2018 
1301. Regulatory Status of Used Oil Mixed with Diesel Fuel       OCT 18, 2019 
1302. Recyclable Chemicals and Zombie Destruction      ENCORE  OCT 25, 2018 
1303. Empty Containers and the “Empty” Label         NOV 1, 2018 
1304. Manifest Exception Report Submittal Timeframes – RCRA vs. TSCA      NOV 8, 2018 
1305. Smoke Detector Disposal and the NRC       ENCORE  NOV 15, 2018 
1306. Smoke Detector Disposal and Well-Meaning Waste Minimization    ENCORE  NOV 21, 2018 
1307. Characteristic Ignitable, Corrosive or Reactive Debris and Macroencapsulation   ENCORE  NOV 29, 2018 
1308. Disposal Requirements for Hazardous Waste Treated to LDR Standards    ENCORE  DEC 6, 2018 
1309. Disposal Relief for Listed Hazardous Debris Treated to LDR Standards    ENCORE  DEC 13, 2018 
1310. 'Twas the Night Before Christmas - The Twenty-Sixth Annual Edition    ENCORE  DEC 20, 2018 
1311. Product Storage Tank Residues and Hazardous Waste Regulations    ENCORE  DEC 27, 2018 
1312. RCRA Personnel Training and Classroom Training vs. Online Training    ENCORE  JAN 3, 2019 
1313. Absorbent Additions and Treatment       ENCORE  JAN 10, 2019 
 
 



  
 

 
DISCLAIMER - “Two Minute Training” (“2MT”) is a peer-to-peer communication, presented to share the benefit of the author’s work experience with other professionals, who can 
independently evaluate his analysis. 2MT does not necessarily reflect the opinions, conclusions or policies of the author’s past or current employers or the US Department of Energy. The 
author’s employers do not take any responsibility for the accuracy of its conclusions. 2MT is not intended to be used as authoritative guidance or direction by any person or entity. Anyone 
transmitting or reproducing it is prohibited from modifying its content, this disclaimer, or other text, or republishing it independent of its original source. 

 

TWO MINUTE TRAINING 
 

 
TO:  CH2M HILL PLATEAU REMEDIATION COMPANY 
 
FROM: PAUL W. MARTIN, RCRA Subject Matter Expert 
  CHPRC Environmental Protection, Hanford, WA 
 
SUBJECT: ABSORBENT ADDITIONS AND TREATMENT 
 
DATE: JANUARY 10, 2019 
 

CHPRC Projects 
 
Richard Austin 
Tania Bates 
Rene Catlow  
Richard Clinton 
Larry Cole 
John Dent  
Lorna Dittmer 
Eric Erpenbeck 
Stuart Hildreth 
Mike Jennings 
Stephanie Johansen 
Sasa Kosjerina 
Melvin Lakes  
Richard Lipinski 
Jim McGrogan 
Stuart Mortensen 
Dave Richards  
Phil Sheely  
Connie Simiele  
Jennie Stults 
Jeff Westcott 
Jeff Widney  
 

CH PRC - Env. 
Protection 
 
Bob Bullock 
Bill Cox  
Laura Cusack 
Jim Leary 
Anthony Nagel 
Linda Petersen 
Fred Ruck 
Ray Swenson 
Wayne Toebe 
Daniel Turlington 
Dave Watson 

MSA 
 
Brett Barnes 
Jerry Cammann 
Jeff Ehlis  
Garin Erickson 
Panfilo Gonzalez Jr. 
Dashia Huff 
Mark Kamberg 
Jon McKibben 
Saul Martinez 
Jon Perry 
Christina Robison 
Lana Strickling 
Lou Upton 
 

Hanford Laboratories 
 
(TBD) 
 
DOE RL, ORP, WIPP 
 
Mary Beth Burandt 
Duane Carter 
Cliff Clark 
Tony McKarns 

Other Hanford 
Contractors 
 
Bill Bachmann 
Dean Baker  
Scott Baker  
Lucinda Borneman 
Paul Crane  
Tina Crane  
Ron Del Mar 
John Dorian 
Mark Ellefson  
Tom Gilmore 
Rob Gregory 
James Hamilton 
Andy Hobbs 
Ryan Johnson 
Megan Lerchen 
Charles (Mike) Lowery 
Michael Madison 
Terri Mars 
Cary Martin 
Grant McCalmant 
Steve Metzger 
Tony Miskho 
Matt Mills 
Tom Moon  
Chuck Mulkey 
Kirk Peterson 
 

Other Hanford 
Contractors 
 
Jean Quigley  
Dan Saueressig  
Merrie Schilperoort 
Joelle Moss 
Glen Triner  
Greg Varljen 
Julie Waddoups 
Jay Warwick  
Ted Wooley 
 
 
 

 



  
 

FROM:  Paul W. Martin   DATE: 1/10/19   FILE:   2MT\2019\011019.rtf   PG:  1 
 

DISCLAIMER - “Two Minute Training” (“2MT”) is a peer-to-peer communication, presented to share the benefit of the author’s work experience with other professionals, who can 
independently evaluate his analysis. 2MT does not necessarily reflect the opinions, conclusions or policies of the author’s past or current employers or the US Department of Energy. The 
author’s employers do not take any responsibility for the accuracy of its conclusions. 2MT is not intended to be used as authoritative guidance or direction by any person or entity. Anyone 
transmitting or reproducing it is prohibited from modifying its content, this disclaimer, or other text, or republishing it independent of its original source. 

 

 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Absorbent Additions and Treatment 
 

Q: A generator at a permitted TSDF has three containers of hazardous waste that include small amounts of 
liquid.  One waste container was just generated; another waste container was just repackaged; and the 
other waste container has been in storage in its original container.  The customer wants to add absorbent 
to the waste containers to address the small amounts of liquid.  Considering the above three container 
scenarios, when is a treatment permit required for the absorbent addition? 
 

A: WAC 173-303-600(3)(k) [40 CFR 264.1(g)(10)], and WAC 173-303-400(2)(c)(vi)  [40 CFR 265.1(c)(13)], 
state that the following is not applicable to the final facility standards or interim status standards: 
 
“The addition, by a generator, of absorbent material to waste in a container, or of waste to absorbent 
material in a container, provided that these actions occur at the time the waste is first placed in containers 
or, in the case of repackaging of previously containerized waste into new containers, at the time the waste is 
first placed into the new containers and the generator complies with WAC 173-303-200 (1)(b) and 173-303-
395 (1)(a) and (b)…” 
 
As stated in the February 25, 1982, Federal Register on page 8305: 
 
“The Agency does not believe that these treatment practices [addition of absorbent], when employed at the 
time hazardous wastes have been first placed in containers, pose a substantial hazard to human health or 
the environment.” 
 
“However, the Agency is not convinced that these treatment practices, when employed at a time after 
hazardous waste have been emplaced in containers, pose no substantial hazard.  This is because such 
container must be opened in order to employ these practices.” 
 
Concerning the three waste containers, the treatment permit exemption would apply to the waste that was 
just generated, and to the waste that was just repackaged to a new container.  The addition of absorbent 
under these two scenarios occurred at the time the waste was first placed in the container or when 
repackaged to a new container and therefore a treatment permit is not required. 
 
The treatment permit exemption would not apply to the waste that had been in storage in its original 
container.  If the generator added absorbent later, EPA contends that this is treatment requiring a permit or 
some other mechanism like treatment by generator. 

SUMMARY: 
 

 The addition of absorbent to hazardous waste containers can be exempt from treatment permits. 
 

 If absorbent is added to a container when waste is first added to a container, or when the waste is first 
placed into a new container, the treatment permit exemption is applicable. 
 

 If absorbent is added to the container after some time, the treatment permit exemption is not applicable. 
 
Nothing is attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-600
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2018-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2018-title40-vol28-sec264-1.xml
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-400
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2018-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2018-title40-vol28-sec265-1.xml
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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