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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Washington State-Only Dangerous Waste Markings vs. Hazardous Waste Markings 
 
 Q: A Washington state customer has a drum of WA State-Only dangerous waste, i.e., there are no RCRA federal 

hazardous waste codes associated with the waste.  The WA customer understands that during accumulation, a 
Federal hazardous/dangerous waste container must be marked with the words “Hazardous Waste” or “Dangerous 
Waste”, the date of accumulation, and the major risk(s).  At the time of transport the Federal hazardous/dangerous 
waste container must also be marked with the following or equivalent words and information:  
 
“HAZARDOUS WASTE - State and federal law prohibits improper disposal. If found, contact the nearest police or 
public safety authority, and the Washington state department of ecology or the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency.” 
 
The generator's name and address and manifest tracking number must also be included. 

 
But what about a container of Washington State-Only Dangerous Waste, i.e., WT01, WT02, WP01-WP03 and/or 
WSC2 and no F, K, U, P or D hazardous waste codes, and no DOT hazard classes?  Does the generator mark the 
WA state-only dangerous waste container in the same way as a Federal hazardous/dangerous waste container? 
 

 A: Per WAC 173-303-190(5), “Preparing dangerous waste for transport”, before transport a WA state-only dangerous 
waste that is not regulated as a RCRA hazardous waste or as a DOT hazardous material must  be packaged in a 
container equivalent to a DOT approved container.  Each package, <1,000 gallons, must be marked:  
 
“Washington State Dangerous Waste-State law prohibits improper disposal.  If found, contact the nearest police or 
public safety authority, and the Washington State Department of Ecology.” 
 
The generator's name and address and manifest number must also be included.  Per WAC 173-303-180(6) the 
manifest must also include a WA State shipping description as appropriate.  Examples include:  
 
“Material Not Regulated by DOT (Washington State Dangerous Waste Only, Toxic)” 
“Material Not Regulated by DOT (Washington State Dangerous Waste Only, Toxic, Persistent)” 
“Material Not Regulated by DOT (Washington State Dangerous Waste Only, Solid Corrosive)”. 
 
Therefore, in comparison to a Federal hazardous waste container, the WA state-only dangerous waste container must 
have WA specific “if found” wording and the manifest must use a WA specific shipping description describing the 
state-only waste as not regulated by DOT and include the specific WA State criteria that the waste meets, i.e., toxic 
for WT01, WT02 wastes; persistent for WP01-WP03 wastes; or solid corrosive for WSC2 wastes. 

 SUMMARY: 
 

 WA state-only dangerous waste must be marked before transport with: 
 
→ “Washington State Dangerous Waste-State law prohibits improper disposal. If found, contact the 

nearest police or public safety authority, and the Washington State Department of Ecology.” 
 

→ The generator's name and address and manifest number must also be included. 
 

→ Material Not Regulated by DOT (Washington State Dangerous Waste Only, Toxic or Toxic Persistent or 
Solid Corrosive) – as an example. 

 
Excerpts from WAC 173-303-190 and WAC 173-303-180 are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
"Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-190
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-180
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: Washington State-Only Dangerous Waste Markings vs. Hazardous Waste Markings 
 

WAC 173-303-190 Preparing dangerous waste for transport. 

(5) State-only dangerous waste that is not regulated as a hazardous waste under 40 C.F.R. Part 261 or as a hazardous material 
under 49 C.F.R. must fulfill the following requirements before transport: 
 

(a) Package in a nonleaking, nonsievable container or in a package that is equivalent to the manufacturing and testing 
specifications for packagings and containers of 49 C.F.R. Parts 173, 178 and 179. 
 
(b) Mark each package containing one thousand gallons or less with the following: 
 

(i) Washington State Dangerous Waste-State law prohibits improper disposal. If found, contact the nearest police 
or public safety authority, and the Washington State Department of Ecology. The generator's name and address 
and manifest number must also be included; and 
 
(ii) The state shipping description as described in WAC 173-303-180(6). 

 
(c) Use of any other markings for a state-only dangerous waste is prohibited. 

 
 
WAC 173-303-180 Manifest. 
 
(6) Special instructions for state-only dangerous waste that designates only by the criteria under WAC 173-303-100 and is not 
regulated as a hazardous waste under 40 C.F.R. Part 261 or as a hazardous material under the 49 C.F.R. hazardous material 
regulations. For purposes of completing the uniform hazardous waste manifest, Item 9b, and Item 28 if continuation sheet 8700-22A is 
used, or to describe a state-only dangerous waste on a shipping paper, the shipping description must include the following in sequence 
with no additional information interspersed: 
 

(a) Material Not Regulated by DOT; 
 
(b) Washington State Dangerous Waste Only followed by the appropriate criteria designation of the waste that is either toxic, 
persistent, solid corrosive or a combination of these entered in parentheses; 
 
(c) Shipping description examples: Material Not Regulated by DOT (Washington State Dangerous Waste Only, Toxic); 
Material Not Regulated by DOT (Washington State Dangerous Waste Only, Toxic, Persistent); Material Not Regulated by 
DOT (Washington State Dangerous Waste Only, Solid Corrosive). 
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