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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT: Used Oil Eligibility for Animal and Vegetable Oils

Q:  Alarge-scale catering company has collected a 15-gallon pail of animal and vegetable oil.
The company has also collected a 55-gallon drum of used oil from maintenance associated
with their fleet of catering vans. The company would like to send the 15-gallon pail of
animal and vegetable oil with the 55-gallon drum of used oil for recycling. Can animal
and vegetable oil be managed as used oil under 40 CFR 279, “Standards for the
Management of Used Oil”?

A:  Per an EPA guidance memo dated February 7, 1997, “ Applicability of used oil
management standards to vegetable oil and animal oil” (RO 14018), it stated:

"The used oil management rules define ‘used oil” in 40 CFR § 279.1, as "any oil that has been
refined from crude oil, or any synthetic oil that has been used and as a result of such use is
contaminated by chemical or physical impurities.” Since animal and vegetable oils are not
synthetic or derived from crude oil, they are not requlated as used oil under the used oil
management standards.”

Therefore, the caterer cannot manage animal and vegetable oil as used oil since the

definition of used oil includes any oil refined from crude oil or synthetic oils, as
opposed to oil collected from animals or vegetables.

SUMMARY:

B Used oil is any oil refined from crude oil, or any synthetic oil that has been used and
because of such use is contaminated with chemical or physical impurities.

B Animal and vegetable oils are not refined from crude oil and are not synthetic oil.
B Therefore, animal and vegetable oils are not eligible for management as used oil.

The February 7, 2007 EPA memo is attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions, please contact
me at Paul W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT

SUBJECT: Used Oil Eligibility for Animal and Vegetable Oils

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

FEB 7, 1997

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Applicability of Used Oil Management Standards to Vegetable Oil and Animal Oil

FROM: Michael Shapiro, Director
Office of Solid Waste

TO: Rich Vaille, Chief
State Programs & Compliance Branch

This is in response to your December 5, 1996 memorandum concerning the regulatory status of vegetable oil
and animal oil under the used oil regulations at 40 CFR 279. Your memorandum requests clarification on
whether the definition of used oil includes animal and vegetable oils.

The used oil management rules define "used oil" in 40 CFR 8 279.1. as "any oil that has been refined from
crude oil, or any synthetic oil that has been used and as a result of such use is contaminated by chemical or
physical impurities.” Since animal and vegetable oils are not synthetic or derived from crude oil, they are not
regulated as used oil under the used oil management standards. A more detailed discussion of the definition of
used oil may be found in the preamble discussion to the used oil management standards in the September 10,
1992 Federal Register (57 FR 41566, 41573 - 41574).

I hope this information is helpful to you. For further information regarding the used oil regulations, please call
Rita Cestaric at (703) 308-0769.

Faxback# 14018
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