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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
 
SUBJECT: LDR Requirements for Universal Wastes 
 

Q: Continuing with the Land Disposal Restrictions (LDR) theme of the last few weeks, what about a 
customer who is managing universal wastes per WAC 173-303-573 [40 CFR Part 273] as a 
universal waste handler, rather than managing standard hazardous waste as generator?  Do LDR 
notification requirements apply to universal waste handlers?  And while on this topic, do LDR 
notifications apply to universal waste transporters and universal waste destination facilities? 

 
A: A review of WAC 173-303-573, “Standards for universal waste management”, indicates that a large 

quantity handler of universal waste - similar to a large quantity generator of hazardous waste - must 
send a written notification to the EPA or applicable State and receive an EPA identification number.  
This is not an LDR notification and WAC 173-303-573 makes no references to the LDR requirements 
in 40 CFR Part 268 in terms of universal waste handlers or universal waste transporters.  However, for 
universal waste destination facilities, WAC 173-303-573(35)(a) references WAC 173-303-140 which 
then references 40 CFR 268.  This means that once a universal waste destination facility recycles the 
universal waste, the recycled material is now a product, but any hazardous waste residues are subject to 
LDR notifications when the hazardous waste is sent offsite for treatment, storage or disposal. 
 
A review of 40 CFR 268.1(f) confirms that universal waste handlers and universal waste transporters 
are specifically exempt from 40 CFR 268.7 (“Testing, tracking, and recordkeeping requirements for 
generators, treaters, and disposal facilities”) which addresses LDR notifications. The Federal regulation 
goes on to state that these universal waste handlers are instead subject to regulation as universal wastes 
per 40 CFR Part 273 which is equivalent to WAC 173-303-573. 
 
Since the customer is managing universal wastes as a universal waste handler, and Part 268.1(f) 
specifically exempts universal waste handlers from LDR notifications, an LDR form is not required. 

 
SUMMARY: 

 
 In general, hazardous wastes are subject to LDR notifications concerning whether LDR treatment 

standards are required or have been achieved. 
 

 Universal waste handlers and universal waste transporters are not subject to LDR notifications. 
 

 Universal waste destination facilities are subject to LDR notifications. 
 
 
40 CFR 268.1(f) and an EPA Monthly Hotline Report (RO 13783) concerning universal waste are attached.  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 

https://yosemite.epa.gov/osw/rcra.nsf/0c994248c239947e85256d090071175f/3D9053A8ADA29CAA8525707500688622/$file/13783.pdf
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: LDR Requirements for Universal Wastes 
 
40 CFR 268.1  Applicability 
 
(f) Universal waste handlers and universal waste transporters (as defined in 40 CFR 260.10) are exempt from 40 CFR 
268.7 and 268.50 for the hazardous wastes listed below. These handlers are subject to regulation under 40 CFR part 273. 

(1) Batteries as described in 40 CFR 273.2; 
(2) Pesticides as described in §273.3 of this chapter; [FYI - pesticides are not universal waste in WA state.] 
(3) Mercury-containing equipment as described in §273.4 of this chapter; and 
(4) Lamps as described in 40 CFR 273.5. 

 
9593.1996(02)    MONTHLY HOTLINE REPORT    May 1996 
 
1. Frequently Asked Questions on the Universal Waste Regulations  
 
Which hazardous wastes are covered under the universal waste regulations in 40 CFR Part 273?   
Currently, the three specific wastes covered under Part 273 are hazardous waste batteries (e.g., nickel-cadmium and lead-
acid batteries), hazardous waste pesticides, and hazardous waste mercury-containing thermostats (§273.1). Part 273, 
Subpart G, contains provisions to allow for other wastes to be added to the universal waste regulations through a 
petitioning process. As such, new wastes, such as mercury lamps, may be added in the future. 
 
Are universal waste handlers required to manage spent lead-acid batteries under 40 CFR Part 266, Subpart G, or 
under Part 273? 
Handlers may actually choose the management standards with which they will comply. That is, they may either manage 
their batteries under the standards provided in Subpart G of Part 266 for spent lead-acid batteries that are being 
reclaimed, or they may comply with the universal waste regulations in Part 273 (60 FR 25505; May 11, 1995). 
 
What are the notification requirements for Large Quantity Handlers of Universal Waste (LQHUW) and Small 
Quantity Handlers of Universal Waste (SQHUW)? 
 
The universal waste regulations specify two distinct forms of notification for handlers of universal waste: a one-time 
written notification of universal waste management activity, and the acquisition of an EPA identification number. 
SQHUWs are not required to notify EPA of their universal waste activity, nor are they required to obtain an EPA 
identification number (§273.12). LQHUWs, however, must submit the one-time written notification and must also obtain 
an EPA identification number (§273.32). Renotification is not required for a LQHUW who has previously notified EPA 
of universal waste management activities and who has already received an EPA identification number (60 FR 25521; 
May 11, 1995). 
 
Do the universal waste regulations contain a provision similar to the generator satellite accumulation provisions 
in §262.34(c)? 
 
There is no specific provision under Part 273 for satellite accumulation. However, the universal waste regulations do not 
limit the location, or number of locations, at which a handler may accumulate universal wastes. Thus, a handler may 
accumulate universal wastes at or near the point of generation and may do so, in general, for up to one year.  (60 FR 
25527; May 11, 1995). 
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