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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT: The PCB Mark and PCB Storage for Disposal Areas

Q:  During an internal audit, a customer notes a sign at their PCB Storage for Disposal area
that states, “Storage Area for PCBs”. The customer is concerned that this wording might
not meet the requirements of 40 CFR 761.40, “Marking of PCBs and PCB Items”. Should
the customer be concerned?

A: Yes.

Per 40 CFR 761.40(a)(10) it basically states that each storage area used to store PCBs
and PCB Items for disposal shall be marked with the mark as illustrated in Figure 1 in
40 CFR 761.45(a). This is the same PCB mark that is applied to PCB containers, PCB
transformers, PCB large high voltage capacitors, PCB equipment, etc., as illustrated
below.
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Figure 1
Therefore, if a PCB storage for disposal facility is marked in a manner that does not

match the illustration at 40 CFR 761.45(a), Figure 1, a PCB marking violation could
occur.

SUMMARY:
B A PCB storage for disposal facility must be marked with the PCB Mark.
B The PCB Mark format is illustrated at 40 CFR 761.45(a), Figure 1.
E  Any variation of the PCB mark could result in a PCB marking violation.

Excerpts from 40 CFR 761.40 and 761.45 are attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions,
contact me at Paul W Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.

FROM: Paul W. Martin DATE: 4/16//2020 FILE: 2MT\2020\041620.rtf PG: 1

DISCLAIMER - “Two Minute Training” (“2MT") is a peer-to-peer communication, presented to share the benefit of the author’s work experience with other professionals, who can independently evaluate his analysis.
2MT does not necessarily reflect the opinions, conclusions or policies of the author’s past or current employers or the US Department of Energy. The author’s employers do not take any responsibility for the accuracy
of its conclusions. 2MT is not intended to be used as authoritative guidance or direction by any person or entity. Anyone transmitting or reproducing it is prohibited from modifying its content, this disclaimer, or other
text, or republishing it independent of its original source.



https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2019-title40-vol34/xml/CFR-2019-title40-vol34-sec761-40.xml
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2019-title40-vol34/xml/CFR-2019-title40-vol34-sec761-45.xml
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question

TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT

SUBJECT: The PCB Mark and PCB Storage for Disposal Areas
Subpart C—Marking of PCBs and PCB Items
§ 761.40 Marking requirements.

(a) Each of the following items in existence on or after July 1, 1978 shall be marked as illustrated in Figure 1 in §761.45(a):
The mark illustrated in Figure 1 is referred to as ML throughout this subpart.

(1) PCB Containers;
(2) PCB Transformers at the time of manufacture, at the time of distribution in commerce if not already marked, and
at the time of removal from use if not already marked. [Marking of PCB-Contaminated Electrical Equipment is not

required];

(3) PCB Large High Voltage Capacitors at the time of manufacture, at the time of distribution in commerce if not
already marked, and at the time of removal from use if not already marked;

(4) Equipment containing a PCB Transformer or a PCB Large High Voltage Capacitor at the time of manufacture, at
the time of distribution in commerce if not already marked, and at the time of removal of the equipment from use if
not already marked;

(5) PCB Large Low Voltage Capacitors at the time of removal from use (see also paragraph (k) of this section).

(6) Electric motors using PCB coolants (See also paragraph (e) of this section).

(7) Hydraulic systems using PCB hydraulic fluid (See also paragraph (e) of this section);

(8) Heat transfer systems (other than PCB Transformers) using PCBs (See also paragraph (e) of this section);

(9) PCB Article Containers containing articles or equipment that must be marked under paragraphs (a)(1) through (8)
of this section;

(10) Each storage area used to store PCBs and PCB Items for disposal.
§761.45 Marking formats.
The following formats shall be used for marking;:
(a) Large PCB Mark—ML. Mark ML shall be as shown in Figure 1, letters and striping on a white or yellow background
and shall be sufficiently durable to equal or exceed the life (including storage for disposal) of the PCB Article, PCB
Equipment, or PCB Container. The size of the mark shall be at least 15.25 cm (6 inches) on each side. If the PCB Article or
PCB Equipment is too small to accommodate this size, the mark may be reduced in size proportionately down to a

minimum of 5 cm (2 inches) on each side.
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