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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  

SUBJECT: Operating Record vs. Operating Log 

Q: A customer is having difficulty grasping the concept of the RCRA “operating record”.  What does an operating 
record consist of and how does an operating record differ from an operating log? 

A: Per WAC 173-303-380, “Facility recordkeeping” [40 CFR 264.73 / 265.73 , Operating Record], the owner or operating 
of a treatment, storage or disposal facility (TSDF) must keep a written operating record at their facility.  The regulation 
specifies what information must be recorded as it becomes available and that the operating record must be maintained 
until facility closure.  Examples of operating record information include: 

 Descriptions and quantities of hazardous/dangerous waste received or managed on-site;  
 Methods and dates of dangerous waste treatment, storage, or disposal at the facility; 
 Locations and quantities of each dangerous waste within the facility; 
 Waste analysis and waste determination records and results; 
 Summary reports and details of all incidents that implement the contingency plan; 
 Inspection records and results; 
 Monitoring, testing, or analytical data, and corrective actions; 
 Closure and post-closure cost estimates;  
 For off-site facilities, copies of notices to generators that facility has proper permits; 
 Disposal records, LDR notices and certifications; 
 Waste minimization program annual certifications, and; 
 Major tank system repair certifications. 

Note that other citations reference documents to be included in the operator record, e.g., if local authorities decline 
emergency response arrangements, therefore WAC 173-303-380 is not all-inclusive of operating record requirements. 
 
Concerning operating record versus operating log, EPA originally proposed “operating log”.  However, a commenter 
suggested using “operating record” to allow for the use of “automatic data processing systems”, i.e., network computer 
systems.  EPA agreed since the use of computer based systems would be consistent with the recordkeeping system 
flexibility intended by the proposed regulations.  EPA clarified in the May 19, 1980, Federal Register, page 33189 that:  
 
“Further, the large area of some facilities and the variety of functions performed at some facilities, make it very 
unlikely that all required information would be recorded in one operating log at only one location.  In writing the 
proposed rules the Agency assumed a number of logs, or records, would be maintained at a site.  All such records at a 
facility taken together would then constitute the facility operating log. 

The term ‘operating record’ more accurately reflects EPA’s intentions and expected commercial practice, than does the 
term ‘operating log’.  EPA has therefore changed all references in the final regulations from ‘log’ to ‘record.’” 

 SUMMARY: 

 The owner or operator of a TSDF must keep a written operating record at their facility. 

 WAC 173-303-380 and other citations define which documents are required in an operating record. 

 An operating record is similar to an operating log, however, the operating record is not one operating log 
but a number of logs, or records maintained at a site.  

Excerpts from WAC 173-303 are attached.  If you have any questions, contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-380
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2018-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2018-title40-vol28-sec264-73.xml
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2018-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2018-title40-vol28-sec264-73.xml
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-03/documents/45fr33154.pdf
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: Operating Record vs. Operating Log 
 
WAC 173-303-380 Facility recordkeeping. 
 
(1) Operating record. The owner or operator of a facility must keep a written operating record at their facility. The following 
information must be recorded, as it becomes available, and maintained in the operating record until closure of the facility: 

(a) A description of and the quantity of each dangerous waste received or managed on-site, and the method(s) and date(s) of 
its treatment, storage, or disposal at the facility as required by subsection (2) of this section, recordkeeping instructions; 
 
(b) The location of each dangerous waste within the facility and the quantity at each location. For disposal facilities, the 
location and quantity of each dangerous waste must be recorded on a map or diagram of each cell or disposal area. For all 
facilities, this information must include cross-references to specific manifest document numbers, if the waste was 
accompanied by a manifest; 
 
(c) Records and results of waste analyses, waste determinations (as required by 40 C.F.R. Parts 264 and 265, Subpart CC), 
and trial tests required by WAC 173-303-300, General waste analysis, and by 40 C.F.R. sections 264.1034, 264.1063, 
264.1083, 265.1034, 265.1063, 265.1084, 268.4(a), and 268.7. Note that data from laboratory analyses for 40 C.F.R. 
268.4(a) and 268.7 must meet the requirements of WAC 173-303-110; 
 
(d) Summary reports and details of all incidents that require implementing the contingency plan, as specified in WAC 173-
303-360 (2)(k); 
 
(e) Records and results of inspections as required by WAC 173-303-320 (2)(d), General inspection (except such information 
need be kept only for five years); 
 
(f) Monitoring, testing, or analytical data, and corrective action where required by 40 C.F.R. Part 265 Subparts F through R 
and sections 265.1034 (c) through (f), 265.1035, 265.1063 (d) through (i), 265.1064, and 265.1083 through 265.1090 for 
interim status facilities (incorporated by reference at WAC 173-303-400(3)), and by WAC 173-303-630 through 173-303-
695 and 40 C.F.R. sections 264.1034 (c) through (f), 264.1035, 264.1063 (d) through (i), 264.1064, and 264.1082 through 
264.1090 for final status facilities (incorporated by reference at WAC 173-303-690, 173-303-691, and 173-303-692). Note 
that data provided from laboratory analyses for WAC 173-303-400(3) which incorporates by reference 40 C.F.R. Part 265 
Subparts F through R, WAC 173-303-140 (4)(b), 173-303-395(1), 173-303-630 through 173-303-680, 173-303-693 and 
173-303-695, 40 C.F.R. 268.4(a) and 268.7 must meet the requirements of WAC 173-303-110; 
 
(g) All closure and post-closure cost estimates required for the facility;  
 
(h) For off-site facilities, copies of notices to generators informing them that the facility has all appropriate permits, as 
required by WAC 173-303-290, Required notices; 
 
(i) Records of the quantities (and date of placement) for each shipment of hazardous waste placed in land disposal units 
under an extension to the effective date of any land disposal restriction granted pursuant to 40 C.F.R. 268.5, a petition 
pursuant to 40 C.F.R. 268.6, and the applicable notice required by a generator under 40 C.F.R. 268.7(a); 
 
(j) For an off-site treatment facility, a copy of the notice, and the certification and demonstration, if applicable, required by 
the generator or the owner or operator under 40 C.F.R. 268.7; 
 
(k) For an on-site treatment facility, the information contained in the notice (except the manifest number), and the 
certification and demonstration if applicable, required by the generator or the owner or operator under 40 C.F.R. 268.7; 
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: Operating Record vs. Operating Log  

  
(l) For an off-site land disposal facility, a copy of the notice, and the certification and demonstration if applicable, required 
by the generator or the owner or operator of a treatment facility under 40 C.F.R. 268.7; 
(m) For an on-site land disposal facility, the information contained in the notice required by the generator or owner or 
operator of a treatment facility under 40 C.F.R. 268.7, except for the manifest number; 
 
(n) For an off-site storage facility, a copy of the notice, and the certification and demonstration if applicable, required by the 
generator or the owner or operator under 40 C.F.R. 268.7; 
 
(o) For an on-site storage facility, the information contained in the notice (except the manifest number), and the certification 
and demonstration if applicable, required by the generator or the owner or operator under 40 C.F.R. 268.7; 
 
(p) Any records required under WAC 173-303-280(6); 
 
(q) A certification by the permittee no less often than annually, that the permittee has a program in place to reduce the 
volume and toxicity of hazardous waste that they generate to the degree determined by the permittee to be economically 
practicable; and the proposed method of treatment, storage or disposal is that practicable method currently available to the 
permittee which minimizes the present and future threat to human health and the environment; and 
 
(r) Certifications of major repairs to tank systems as required by WAC 173-303-640 (7)(f).  

 
(2) Recordkeeping instructions. This subsection provides instructions for recording the portions of the operating record which are 

related to describing the types, quantities, and management of dangerous wastes at the facility. This information must be recorded, 
as it becomes available, and maintained in the operating record until closure of the facility, as follows: 

 
(a) Each dangerous waste received, treated, stored, or disposed of at the facility must be described by its common name and 
by its dangerous waste number(s) from WAC 173-303-080 through 173-303-104. Each listed, characteristic, and criteria 
waste has its own four-digit dangerous waste number. Where a dangerous waste contains more than one process waste or 
waste constituent the waste description must include all applicable dangerous waste numbers. If the dangerous waste number 
is not listed, in WAC 173-303-9903 or 173-303-9904, the waste description must include the process which generated the 
waste; 
 
(b) The waste description must include the waste's physical form (i.e., liquid, solid, sludge, or contained gas); 
 
(c) The estimated or manifest-reported weight, or volume and density, where applicable, of the dangerous waste must be 
recorded, using one of the units of measure specified in Table 1, below; and 
 
TABLE 1  
 

Unit of Measure Code1 
  
 (See WAC 173-303-380  for complete table)  

 
(d) The method(s) (by handling code(s)) of management for each dangerous waste received or managed, and the date(s) of 
treatment, recycling, storage, or disposal must be recorded, using the handling code(s) specified in Table 2, below. 

 
TABLE 2 - Handling Codes for Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Methods  
 
(See WAC 173-303-380  for complete table)  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-380
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-380
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