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TWO MINUTE TRAINING 

SUBJECT: Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) and Hazardous Wastes 

Q: A homeowner near a generic RCRA hazardous waste treatment, storage and disposal facility 
(TSDF) requests copies of safety data sheets (SDSs) for all the hazardous wastes managed at the 
facility.  The TSDF Manager tells the homeowner that SDSs are not available since they are not 
required for hazardous wastes.  The homeowner ponders, "Where is it documented that RCRA 
hazardous wastes are exempt from SDSs?" 

A: Per OSHA 29 CFR 1910.1200(a), SDSs are part of a comprehensive hazard communication 
(HAZCOM) program that helps ensure communication of chemical hazards to employers and 
employees.  Container labeling, other forms of warning, SDSs and employee training accomplish 
this communication.  

RCRA hazardous wastes can be composed of various chemicals and could appear to be subject to 
SDSs; however, per 29 CFR 1910.1200(b)(6)(i), HAZCOM "does not apply to: 

Any hazardous waste as such term is defined by the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, as amended (42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.), when 
subject to regulations issued under that Act by the Environmental Protection Agency." 

Since RCRA hazardous wastes are not subject to 1910.1200 HAZCOM, those wastes are exempt 
from SDSs.  This exemption makes sense since hazardous wastes may no longer resemble the 
original products from which they were generated.  Note that even though a TSDF's hazardous 
waste is not subject to SDSs, any other chemicals that are not hazardous wastes (or do not meet 
any other exemptions from HAZCOM) could be subject to 29 CFR 1910.1200, Hazard 
Communications and therefore SDSs.  Also note that in general, hazardous waste facilities can be 
subject to 29 CFR 1910.120, "Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response" 
(HAZWOPER) which references HAZCOM requirements.  However, 29 CFR 1910.120(p)(2) 
includes a NOTE stating, “The exemption for hazardous waste provided in §1910.1200 is 
applicable to this section”.  This reiterates that SDSs do not apply to hazardous waste. 

 SUMMARY: 

SDSs are part of a hazard communication program as outlined at 29 CFR 1910.1200. 

SDSs accomplish communication of chemical hazards to employees and employers. 

SDSs are not required for chemicals that meet the definition of RCRA hazardous wastes per 
the exemption documented at 29 CFR 1910.1200(b)(6)(i). 

Nothing is attached.  If you have any questions, contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 
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