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1188. RCRA Empty Containers vs. TSCA PCB Decontaminated Containers - Scenario Il ENCORE AUG 11, 2016
1189. RCRA Empty Containers vs. TSCA PCB Decontaminated Containers - Scenario Il ENCORE AUG 18, 2016
1190.  Product Spills and Waste Determinations ENCORE AUG 25, 2016
1191.  Product Spills, Waste Determinations, and LDR ENCORE SEP 1, 2016
1192. Regulatory Status of Caustic Rinse Waters Contaminated with Trace Solvents ENCORE SEP 8, 2016
1193. Regulatory Status of Sand Blast Grit Contaminated with Trace Listed Solvents ENCORE SEP 15, 2016
1194. Hazardous Waste "F" Listings and Trace Contamination ENCORE SEP 22, 2016
1195. Hazardous Waste "F" Listings and Trace Contamination — Again! ENCORE SEP 29, 2016
1196. Hazardous Waste Determinations and Phase Separation OCT 6, 2016
1197. Asbestos and DOT Relief ENCORE OCT 13, 2016
1198. PCB Containers and Concentration of PCBs ENCORE OCT 20, 2016
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1213. Washington State-Only Dangerous Waste Markings — Accumulation vs. Pre-Transport ENCORE FEB 2, 2017
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1216. RCRA Empty vs. DOT Empty Il ENCORE FEB 23, 2017
1217.  Multiple Characteristic Hazardous Waste Codes and Underlying Hazardous Constituents ENCORE MAR 2, 2017
1218.  Multiple Characteristic and Listed Hazardous Waste Codes and the “in lieu of” LDR Principle ENCORE MAR 9, 2017
1219. LDR Storage Prohibitions and the One-Year Rule ENCORE MAR 16, 2017
1220. LDR Storage Prohibitions and Treated Wastes ENCORE MAR 23, 2017
1221. LDR Storage Prohibitions and Treated Hazardous Debris or Contaminated Soil MAR 30, 2017
1222. LDR Requirements for Universal Wastes APR 6, 2017
1223. LDR Requirements for Spent Lead-Acid Batteries Being Reclaimed APR 13, 2017
1224.  When is When Defined for the RCRA Phrase “When Reclaimed"? ENCORE APR 20, 2017
1225. RCRA Characteristic of Ignitability and DOT Oxidizers ENCORE APR 27, 2017
1226. Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) and Hazardous Wastes ENCORE MAY 4, 2017
1227.  Containers and Tanks — RCRA Wastes vs. TSCA PCB Wastes ENCORE MAY 11, 2017
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SUBJECT:

Q:

SUMMARY:
E
E

TWO MINUTE TRAINING
Containers and Tanks — RCRA Wastes vs. TSCA PCB Wastes

What are the basic definitions of containers and tanks in terms of RCRA wastes and TSCA PCB wastes and
how do these definitions compare?

A RCRA container is defined at WAC 173-303-040 [40 CFR 260.10] as “any portable device in which a
material is stored, transported, treated, disposed of, or otherwise handled”. A RCRA tank is defined as, “a
stationary device designed to contain an accumulation of dangerous waste, and which is constructed
primarily of nonearthen material to provide structural support”. The primary difference being that the
container is a portable device whereas the tank is a stationary device.

A TSCA PCB container is defined at 40 CFR 761.3 as “any package, can, bottle, bag, barrel, drum, tank, or
other device that contains PCBs or PCB Aurticles and whose surface(s) has been in direct contact with
PCBs”. Note that a TSCA PCB tank is considered a PCB container.

RCRA has two separate definitions for a container and a tank and the primary difference is that a RCRA
waste container is portable and a RCRA waste tank is stationary. TSCA has one definition for a PCB
container which includes tanks within the definition of container. Whether the unit is portable or stationary
is not a factor in the PCB container definition.

A RCRA container is basically any portable device in which materials are managed.
A RCRA tank is basically any stationary device in which materials are managed.

A TSCA PCB container is basically any device, including a tank, that contains PCBs.

See excerpts from WAC 173-303-040 and 40 CFR 761.3 below. If you have any questions, please contact me at
Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.

WAC 173-303-040 Definitions.

"Container" means any portable device in which a material is stored, transported, treated, disposed of, or otherwise handled.

"Tank" means a stationary device designed to contain an accumulation of dangerous waste, and which is constructed
primarily of nonearthen materials to provide structural support.

40 CFR 761.3

Definitions.

PCB Container means any package, can, bottle, bag, barrel, drum, tank, or other device that contains PCBs or PCB Atrticles
and whose surface(s) has been in direct contact with PCBs.
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