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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Containers and Tanks – RCRA Wastes vs. TSCA PCB Wastes 
 

Q: What are the basic definitions of containers and tanks in terms of RCRA wastes and TSCA PCB wastes and 
how do these definitions compare? 
 

A: A RCRA container is defined at WAC 173-303-040 [40 CFR 260.10] as “any portable device in which a 
material is stored, transported, treated, disposed of, or otherwise handled”.  A RCRA tank is defined as, “a 
stationary device designed to contain an accumulation of dangerous waste, and which is constructed 
primarily of nonearthen material to provide structural support”.  The primary difference being that the 
container is a portable device whereas the tank is a stationary device. 
 
A TSCA PCB container is defined at 40 CFR 761.3 as “any package, can, bottle, bag, barrel, drum, tank, or 
other device that contains PCBs or PCB Articles and whose surface(s) has been in direct contact with 
PCBs”.  Note that a TSCA PCB tank is considered a PCB container. 
 
RCRA has two separate definitions for a container and a tank and the primary difference is that a RCRA 
waste container is portable and a RCRA waste tank is stationary.  TSCA has one definition for a PCB 
container which includes tanks within the definition of container.  Whether the unit is portable or stationary 
is not a factor in the PCB container definition. 

 SUMMARY: 
 

 A RCRA container is basically any portable device in which materials are managed. 
 

 A RCRA tank is basically any stationary device in which materials are managed. 
 

 A TSCA PCB container is basically any device, including a tank, that contains PCBs. 
 
See excerpts from WAC 173-303-040 and 40 CFR 761.3 below.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 
 
 
 
WAC 173-303-040 Definitions. 
 
"Container" means any portable device in which a material is stored, transported, treated, disposed of, or otherwise handled. 
 
"Tank" means a stationary device designed to contain an accumulation of dangerous waste, and which is constructed 
primarily of nonearthen materials to provide structural support. 
 
40 CFR 761.3  Definitions. 
 
PCB Container means any package, can, bottle, bag, barrel, drum, tank, or other device that contains PCBs or PCB Articles 
and whose surface(s) has been in direct contact with PCBs.  
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-040
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2016-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2016-title40-vol28-sec260-10.xml
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2016-title40-vol34/xml/CFR-2016-title40-vol34-sec761-3.xml
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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