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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT:  The RCRA Definition of “Regulated Unit”

Q: A salesperson shows up at a RCRA permitted container and tank storage facility. The
salesperson says they have a compliance system to help meet all requirements at regulated units.
The owner of the storage facility laughs out loud and says that their facility does not have any
regulated units. The salesperson says that the storage containers and storage tanks must be
regulated units since they are permitted units. The owner calls security. Who is right?

A: WAC 173-303-040, Definitions, defines a “regulated unit” to mean:

“... any new or existing surface impoundment, landfill, land treatment area or waste pile that receives
any dangerous waste after:

July 26, 1982, for wastes regulated by 40 C.F.R. Part 261;

October 31, 1984 for wastes designated only by this chapter and not regulated by 40 C.F.R.
Part 261; or

The date six months after a waste is newly identified by amendments to 40 C.F.R. Part 261 or
this chapter which cause the waste to be regulated.”

In terms of the present day, if a surface impoundment, landfill, land treatment area or waste
pile is receiving Federal hazardous waste (F, K, U, P listed or D001-D043 characteristic) or WA
State Dangerous waste (WT02, WT02, WP01-WP03, WSC2, or WPCB), the unit is a “regulated
unit”. Note that all regulated units are land units and the permitting status is not part of the
definition. Therefore, based on WAC 173-303-040, a hazardous/dangerous waste container
storage or tank storage unit would not meet the definition of a regulated unit - and the storage
facility owner is right!

SUMMARY:

E WAC 173-303-040, specifically defines “regulated units”.

B Regulated units are surface impoundments, landfills, land treatment areas or waste piles that have
received hazardous or dangerous wastes after specified periods.

B Hazardous/Dangerous waste container storage and tank storage units are not “regulated units”.

Nothing is attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions, please contact me at Paul W_Martin@rl.gov or
at (509) 376-6620.
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