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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation Areas and the Three-Day Time Limit for Excess Accumulation 
 

Q: A customer has a 55-gallon drum at a satellite accumulation area (SAA) near a brand new process line.  The 
process generating the waste will result in the SAA container being filled every 5 days.  The process is continuous 
and the customer is concerned that when the SAA container is full, the process will have to be shut down until the 
full container is moved to the <90-day accumulation or permitted storage area.  What is our customer to do? 
 

A: Per WAC 173-303-200(2) [ 40 CFR 262.15], a generator may accumulate as much as 55 gallons of hazardous 
waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste in containers at or near any point of generation where wastes 
initially accumulate, which is under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or secured at all 
times to prevent improper additions of wastes, without a permit and without complying with the generator storage 
time limits provided the satellite container is – among other things: 
 

• In good condition; 
• Compatible with the waste; 
• Kept closed except when adding or removing wastes, and; 
• Marked as “Dangerous Waste” or “Hazardous Wastes” and the Washington major risk(s). 

 
If the generator accumulates more than 55 gallons of hazardous waste or 1 quart of acutely hazardous wastes, the 
generator must comply with the accumulation or storage time limits within 3 days.  The container holding the 
excess wastes must be marked with the date the excess amount began accumulating. 
 
In other words, if the customer fills a 55-gallon drum at an SAA, the drum must be marked with the date it was 
completely filled.  Another satellite container can begin accumulating hazardous waste during the 3-day period 
that the full drum is awaiting transfer to the customer’s <90-day or storage area.  Once the full drum arrives at the 
designated drum storage area, it is managed according the applicable accumulation or storage area requirements. 
 
Therefore, the customer does not have to shut down the process pending removal of the full SAA container.  The 
full SAA drum would be dated and moved within three days to the customer’s designated accumulation or storage 
area.  The process could continue to operate and begin accumulating dangerous/hazardous waste in the next SAA. 
 Technically, there is no container limit on how many SAA containers could be awaiting transfer to the designated 
accumulation or storage area, as long as the containers are transferred within their 3-day time limit.  
 

 SUMMARY: 
 

 An SAA can accumulate up to 55-gallons dangerous waste or 1 quart of acutely hazardous wastes. 
 

 Once the SAA limit is exceeded, the generator must date the container and transfer the full container to the 
designated accumulation or storage area within 3 days. 
 

 A new SAA container can begin accumulating wastes during the 3-day period the full drum is awaiting transfer. 
 
Excerpts from WAC 173-303-200 are attached.  If you have any questions, please contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at 
(509) 376-6620.  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-200
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2017-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2017-title40-vol28-sec262-15.xml
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING – ATTACHMENT 
 

SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation Areas and the Three-Day Time Limit for Excess Accumulation 
 
 
WAC 173-303-200 Accumulating dangerous waste on-site. 
 
(1) A generator, not to include transporters as referenced in WAC 173-303-240(3), may accumulate dangerous waste on-site 
without a permit for ninety days or less after the date of generation, provided that: 

(d) While being accumulated on site, each container and tank is labeled or marked clearly with the words "dangerous 
waste" or "hazardous waste." Each container or tank must also be marked with a label or sign which identifies the 
major risk(s) associated with the waste in the container or tank for employees, emergency response personnel and the 
public (note: If there is already a system in use that performs this function in accordance with local, state, or federal 
regulations, then such system will be adequate). The department may also require that a sign be posted at each 
entrance to the accumulation area, bearing the legend, "danger—unauthorized personnel keep out," or an equivalent 
legend, written in English, and legible from a distance of twenty-five feet or more; and 
 

 (2) Satellite accumulation. 

(a) A generator may accumulate as much as fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous 
waste (as defined in WAC 173-303-040) in containers at or near any point of generation where waste initially 
accumulates (defined as a satellite accumulation area in WAC 173-303-040). The satellite area must be under the 
control of the operator of the process generating the waste or secured at all times to prevent improper additions of 
wastes to a satellite container. Satellite accumulation is allowed without a permit provided the generator: 
 

(i) Complies with WAC 173-303-630(2), (4), (5) (a) and (b), (8)(a), and (9) (a) and (b); and 
 
(ii) Complies with subsection (1)(d) of this section. 

 
(b) When fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste (as defined in WAC 173-303-
040) is accumulated, the container(s) must be marked immediately with the accumulation date and moved within three 
days to a designated storage or accumulation area. 
 
(c) On a case-by-case basis the department may require the satellite area to be managed in accordance with all or some 
of the requirements under subsection (1) of this section, if the nature of the wastes being accumulated, a history of 
spills or releases from accumulated containers, or other factors are determined by the department to be a threat or 
potential threat to human health or the environment. 

 

(3) For the purposes of this section, the ninety-day accumulation period begins on the date that: 

 
(c) Fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste (as defined in WAC 173-303-040) is 
accumulated in a satellite accumulation area.  

 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-040
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-630
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