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1056. Hazardous Waste Tanks and the Less than 90-Day Accumulation Time Limit  ENCORE  APR 23, 2015 
1057. Decharacterized RCRA Waste - Manifesting and LDR Reporting   ENCORE  APR 30, 2015 
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1061. Hazardous Debris Macroencapsulation and Size Reduction    ENCORE  MAY 28, 2015 
1062. Universal Waste Lamps and Prohibition on Crushing      JUN 4, 2015 
1063. F003 Listed Hazardous Waste and the 10% Rule     ENCORE  JUN 11, 2015 
1064. F001 - F005 Listed Hazardous Waste and the 10% Rule    ENCORE  JUN 18, 2015 
1065. Macroencapsulation of Hazardous Debris and Presence of Free Liquids   ENCORE  JUN 25, 2015 
1066. DOT Shipping of Damaged, Defective or Recalled Lithium Batteries     JUL 1, 2015 
1067. Used Oil Eligibility for Animal and Vegetable Oils       JUL 9, 2015 
1068. Used Oil Eligibility for Petroleum Oils Mixed with Animal or Vegetable Oils    JUL 16, 2015 
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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  

 

SUBJECT: Used Oil Eligibility for Petroleum Oils Mixed with Animal or Vegetable Oils 

 

 

 Q: In last week’s Two Minute Training (2MT) we learned that animal or vegetable oils are not eligible 

for management under 40 CFR 279, Standards for the Management of Used Oil.  But what if 

animal or vegetable oil is mixed with petroleum or synthetic oil as a form of bio-content in order to 

increase the supply of lubricant oils; would those oil mixtures be eligible for used oil management? 

 

 

A: It is still EPA’s position that oils derived solely from animal or vegetable oil cannot be managed 

as used oil since the definition of used oil includes any oil refined from crude oil or synthetic oil. 

However, EPA clarified in a June 16, 2014, letter, that oils containing a percentage of animal or 

vegetable oil as bio-content are still eligible for management under the used oil standards of 40 

CFR 279.  As EPA stated in the June 16, 2014, letter: 

 

“We believe that such formulations, once used, could be regulated as used oils under part 279, 

because the resulting used oil mixture still fits within the used oil definition.  We do not believe 

the definition of used oil precludes the use of additives in oil formulations”. 

 

Therefore, petroleum or synthetic oils that contain a percentage of bio-content in the form of 

animal or vegetable oils, are eligible for management as used oils under 40 CFR 279. 

 

  

 SUMMARY: 

 

 Used oil is any oil refined from crude oil, or any synthetic oil that has been used and as a result 

of such use is contaminated with chemical or physical impurities. 

 

 Oil derived solely from animal or vegetable sources are not eligible for management as used oil 

under 40 CFR 279. 

 

 However, petroleum and synthetic oils that contain animal or vegetable oil as bio-content, are 

eligible for management as used oil under 40 CFR 279. 

 

 

The EPA letter dated June 16, 2014, is attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 

"Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620. 
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 

 

SUBJECT: Used Oil Eligibility for Petroleum Oils Mixed with Animal or Vegetable Oils 

 

 
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON1 D.C. 20460 
 

JUN 16 2014 
OFFICE OF 

SOLID WASTE AND 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

 

Linda S. Adams 

Clean Tech Advocates 

1215 K Street, l 7'h Floor 

Sacramento, California 95814 

 

Dear Ms. Adams: 

 

Thank you for your May 28, 2014 letter to Assistant Administrator Mathy Stanislaus requesting clarification whether 

vegetable or animal oil-based lubricants, when used, are regulated as used oil under the 40 CFR part 279 Used Oil 

Management Standards. 

 

The definition of used oil, according to 40 CFR 279.1 is as follows: 

 

Used oil means any oil that has been refined from crude oil, or any synthetic oil, that has been used and as a result 

of such use is contaminated by physical or chemical impurities. 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has held the policy that vegetable and animal oils "are not regulated 

under the used oil management standards," because they are not synthetic or derived from crude oil (see RCRA 

Online No. 14018; February 7, 1997 and RCRA Online No. 14090, April 1997).  Therefore, bio-oils (e.g., vegetable 

and animal oils) that have been used as lubricants, or for other industrial purposes, are not regulated under the used 

oil management standards of part 279. These oils could, however, be waste oils subject to regulation as a solid, and 

potentially hazardous, waste (e.g., if they pick up hazardous constituents during use) under the Resource 

Conservation and Recovery Act.  

 

We are aware of California's Senate Bill 916 (SB 916) that would have established a state standard that motor oils 

contain a percentage of bio-content. We have also heard concerns about SB 916, specifically that motor oil 

containing any bio-content would not, after use, meet EPA's definition of used oil. While our 1997 policy regarding 

vegetable and animal oils addressed only those oils derived solely from plant or animal sources, that policy did not 

envision those situations where such oils would be mixed with conventional motor oils prior to use. We believe that 

such formulations, once used, could be regulated as used oil under part 279, because the resulting used oil mixture 

still fits within the used oil definition. We do not believe the definition of used oil precludes the use of additives in 

oil formulations. 
 

Internet Address (URL) • hnp://www.epa.gov 
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 

 

SUBJECT: Used Oil Eligibility for Petroleum Oils Mixed with Animal or Vegetable Oils 

 

You suggest that the used oil mixture provisions of §279.10(b) and (c) mean that mixing a (used) bio-based lubricant 

with used oil would simply result in more used oil. We agree, as long as the bio-based lubricants, as well as the 

resulting mixture meets the applicable mixing criteria described in §279.10(b) and (c). 

 

I appreciate your interest in clarifying how the used oil regulations apply to bio-based lubricants. If you have further 

questions, please contact Jeff Gaines of my staff at (703) 308-8655. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Barnes Johnson, Director 

Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery  

 


