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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation Containers and the Date of Accumulation Marking

Q: A generator has a satellite accumulation area (SAA) container that is only half-full and has not exceeded
the 55-gallon limit for dangerous wastes; however, the generator wants to move the SAA container to an
onsite Central Accumulation Area (CAA), i.e.,, a <90-day area. The generator is aware that once 55 gallons
of hazardous waste is exceeded i.e., the 55-gallon container is full; the SAA must be marked with the date
of accumulation and moved within 3 days to a designated storage or accumulation area. If the generator
wants to move the SAA to an onsite CAA before 55 gallons of dangerous waste or 1 quart/kilogram of
acutely hazardous waste is accumulated, must the SAA still be marked with a date of accumulation?

A: Per WAC 173-303-174(1)(g), [40 CER 262.15(a)(6)]:

“Accumulation limits. When the accumulation limits listed in this subsection are met:
(1) The container(s) must be marked immediately with the accumulation start date; and
(ii) Moved within three consecutive calendar days to a permitted on-site designated storage area or an on-site
central Accumulation area or to a permitted off-site designated facility; and
(iii) During the three consecutive calendar day period the generator must continue to comply with all the
conditions for exemption for satellite accumulation in this section.

Based on the above regulation it appears that if waste has not met the accumulation limits by exceeding 55
gallons of dangerous waste, (or 1 quart/kilogram for acutely hazardous waste), the date of accumulation
marking is not required. As further clarification, a Washington Department of Ecology Technical
Information Memorandum (TIM) revised February 2010, (Publication 19-04-029) states:

“Once you accumulate 55 gallons of dangerous waste or one quart (2.2 pounds) of acutely hazardous waste in a
container, immediately mark it with the accumulation start date. Within three calendar days you must move all waste
in the SAA to a CAA or send to a permitted Treatment, Storage, and Disposal (TSD) facility.”

Since the accumulation threshold has not been met, the generator’s SAA container does not require a date of
accumulation in terms of the 3-day rule. Note that once the SAA arrived at the CAA, the former SAA
container would be marked with a date of accumulation to comply with the <90-day requirements. If the
SAA arrived at a permitted/ interim status storage facility, the former SAA would be marked with a date of
accumulation to comply with the Land Disposal Restriction requirements and the prohibitions on storage.

SUMMARY:

B SAAs must be marked with a date of accumulation once 55 gallons of dangerous waste or 1 quart/kilogram of
acutely hazardous waste is accumulated.

B The date of accumulation is only required once the SAA volume thresholds are exceeded.

B If the generator wants to move an SAA before 55 gallons of dangerous waste or 1 quart/kilogram of acutely
hazardous waste is accumulated, the 3-day date of accumulation marking is not required.

Nothing is attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions, contact me at Paul W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.
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