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1339. The Hazardous Waste Characteristic of Reactivity (D003)     ENCORE  JUL 11, 2019 
1340. Central Accumulation Areas and Signage Requirements       JUL 18, 2019 
1341. RCRA EPA Identification Numbers – Site Specifics      ENCORE  JUL 25, 2019 
1342. RCRA EPA Identification Numbers – Transporters      ENCORE  AUG 1, 2019 
1343. Paint Wastes and the Applicability of the F001-F005 Listings to Ingredients   ENCORE  AUG 8, 2019 
1344. F Listings and Ingredients in Commercial Chemical Product Formulations   ENCORE  AUG 15, 2019 
1345. PCB Containers and >50 ppm        ENCORE  AUG 22, 2019 
1346. CERCLA Hazardous Substances – The Petroleum Exclusion     ENCORE  AUG 29, 2019 
1347. PCB Concentration Assumptions for Use vs. PCB Disposal     ENCORE  SEP 5, 2019 
1348. RCRA LR One-Year Storage Prohibition vs., PCB One-Year Disposal Time Limit     SEP 12, 2019 
1349. Regulatory Status of PCB Remediation Wastes Disposed Prior to April 18, 1978   ENCORE  SEP 19, 2019 
1350. Regulatory Status of PCB Remediation Wastes Disposed Prior to April 18, 1978 – A Follow-Up   SEP 26, 2019 
1351. PCB Waste Regulation and April 18, 1978 vs. July 2, 1979       OCT 3, 2019 
1352. PCB Waste Storage Limitations and the One-Year Extension     ENCORE  OCT 10, 2019 
1353. PCB Waste Storage Limitations and the PCB Radioactive Waste Exemption   ENCORE  OCT 17, 2019 
1354. LDR One-Year Storage Prohibition and Generator Permitted Storage    ENCORE  OCT 24, 2019 
1355. LDR Notification/Certification and Generator Permitted Storage      OCT 31, 2019 
1356. Disposing of PCB Ballasts with PCB Potting Material     ENCORE  NOV 7, 2019 
1357. Fluorescent Light Ballasts and PCB Annual Reporting     ENCORE  NOV 14, 2019 
1358. Multiple Characteristic Hazardous Waste Codes and Underlying Hazardous Constituents  ENCORE  NOV 21, 2019 
1359. Multiple Characteristic and Listed Hazardous Waste Codes and the “in lieu of” LDR Principle ENCORE  NOV 26, 2019 
1360. Universal Waste Lamps and Prohibition on Crushing     ENCORE  DEC 5, 2019 
1361. Used Oil and Weekly Inspections       ENCORE  DEC 12, 2019 
1362. Used Oil and Keeping Containers Closed – Washington State vs. the Feds   ENCORE  DEC 19, 2019 
1363. ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas – The Twenty-Sixth Annual Edition      DEC 24, 2019 
1364. Generator Weekly Inspection Log Documentation – Federal vs. WA State    ENCORE  JAN 2, 2020 
1365. PCB Reporting and Recordkeeping Relief       ENCORE  JAN 9, 2020 
1366. Satellite Accumulation and Product Vessel Cleanouts     ENCORE  JAN 16, 2020 
1367. TSDF Requirements When Shipping Dangerous Waste to another TSDF      JAN 23, 2020 
1368. The Hazardous Waste Manifest Instructions – Where did they go?      JAN 30, 2020 
1369. The Mixtures Rule – Washington State vs. The Feds      ENCORE  FEB 6, 2020 
1370. Used Oil and the Rebuttable Presumption        FEB 13, 2020 
1371. Used Oil, Secondary Containment and Response to Spills     ENCORE  FEB 20, 2020 
1372. Used Oil Eligibility for Animal and Vegetable Oils      ENCORE  FEB 27, 2020 
1373. Used Oil Eligibility for Petroleum Oils Mixed with Animal or Vegetable Oils   ENCORE  MAR 5, 2020 
1374. Mercury Wet Cell Batteries - Debris or Not Debris?      ENCORE  MAR 12, 2020 
1375. Hazardous Debris and Non-Radioactive Lead-Acid Batteries     ENCORE  MAR 19, 2020 
1376. Radioactively Contaminated Lead-Acid Batteries and Hazardous Debris    ENCORE  MAR 26, 2020 
1377. MACROencapsulation vs. macroencapsulation      ENCORE  APR 2, 2020 
1378. PCB Storage for Disposal and RCRA <90-Day Central Accumulation Areas   ENCORE  APR 9, 2020 
1379. The PCB Mark and PCB Storage for Disposal Areas      ENCORE  APR 16, 2020 
1380. PCB Containers and Multiple Removed From Service Dates     ENCORE  APR 23, 2020 
1381. Contingency Plan Implementation and Small Spills of Hazardous Waste      APR 29, 2020 
1382. Satellite Accumulation Areas and the Three-Day Time Limit for Excess Accumulation  ENCORE  MAY 7, 2020 
1383. The RCRA Definition of “Regulated Unit”        MAY 14, 2020 
1384. RCRA and New Point of Generation         MAY 21, 2020 
1385. The Alcohol Exclusion for Ignitable Hazardous Wastes     ENCORE  MAY 28, 2020 
1386. PCB Certificates of Disposal and Manifesting Between Related Facilities    ENCORE  JUN 4, 2020 
1387. RCRA Empty Containers vs. TSCA PCB Decontaminated Containers - Scenario I   ENCORE  JUN 11, 2020 
1388. RCRA Empty Containers vs. TSCA PCB Decontaminated Containers - Scenario II   ENCORE  JUN 18, 2020 
1389. RCRA Empty Containers vs. TSCA PCB Decontaminated Containers - Scenario III   ENCORE  JUN 25, 2020 
1390. Aqueous Solutions and the Characteristic of Corrosivity     ENCORE  JUL 2, 2020 
1391. Satellite Accumulation Containers and the Date of Accumulation Marking   ENCORE  JUL 9, 2020 
1392. Satellite Accumulation Areas and Under the Control of the Operator    ENCORE  JUL 16, 2020 
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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation Areas and Under the Control of the Operator 
 

Q: Continuing with last week’s Two Minute Training (2MT) topic on Satellite Accumulation Area 
(SAA) requirements, if an SAA must remain “under the control of the operator”, does that mean 
only one person can be the designated operator? 
 

A: Per WAC 173-303-174(2)(a) [40 CFR 262.15(a)],: 
 
“The satellite accumulation area must be under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or 
secured at all times to prevent improper additions of wastes to a satellite container.” 
 
The term “operator” as used in this regulation appears to indicate the operator is a singular person.  
However, per the November 28, 2016, Federal Register Volume 81, No. 228, on page 85767, at the 
bottom of the third column: 
 
“On a related matter, commenters asked EPA to clarify whether an ‘‘operator’’ must be a single 
individual. The Agency believes that there can be more than one operator per SAA over time. For example, as 
employees change shifts over the course of a day, the role of the operator can be transferred from one employee to 
another. Likewise, the Agency believes that there can also be more than one operator per SAA at the same time. 
For example, multiple operators may be running laboratory equipment in the same room and share hazardous 
waste containers located in a single SAA.  However, the term operator does refer to an individual or individuals 
responsible for the equipment or processes generating the hazardous waste and does not refer to a company or 
entity as a whole.” 
 
Therefore, the phrase “under the control of the operator” can be one or more persons but cannot be the 
company or another entity as a whole.  Since the intent of “under the control of the operator” is to 
ensure that someone familiar with the process generating the hazardous waste is responsible for the 
SAA, one or more persons can meet this standard.  
 

 SUMMARY: 
 

 Multiple operators are allowed at the same time, and the role of the operator may be transferred from 
one employee to the next. 
 

 The term “operator” does not refer to the whole company or another entity. 
 

 The requirement for an SAA to be under the control of the operator ensures that someone familiar with 
the process is responsible for the SAA and this can be accomplished by multiple persons. 

 
Excerpts from WAC 173-303-040, WAC 173-303-174 and 40 CFR 262.15 are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any 
questions, please contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-174
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2019-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2019-title40-vol28-sec262-15.xml
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-11-28/pdf/2016-27429.pdf
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING – ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation Areas and Under the Control of the Operator 
 
WAC 173-303-040  Definitions. 
 
"Satellite accumulation area" means a location at or near any point of generation where dangerous waste is initially 
accumulated in containers (during routine operations) prior to consolidation at a designated central accumulation 
area or storage area. The area must be under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or 
secured at all times to prevent improper additions of wastes into the satellite containers. 
 
WAC 173-303-174 Satellite accumulation area regulations for medium quantity generators and  
 large quantity generators. 
 
(1) A generator may accumulate as much as fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or either one quart of liquid acutely 
hazardous waste or 2.2 lbs. of solid acutely hazardous waste (as defined in WAC 173-303-040) in containers at or near 
any point of generation where waste initially accumulates (defined as a satellite accumulation area in WAC 173-303-
040). The satellite accumulation area must be under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or 
secured at all times to prevent improper additions of wastes to a satellite container. A generator may accumulate 
waste without a permit, or without complying with WAC 173-303-400, 173-303-600, 173-303-692, and 173-303-800, 
provided that all the conditions for exemption in this section are met. A generator may comply with the conditions 
for exemption in this section instead of complying with the conditions for exemption in WAC 173-303-172 and 173-
303-200, except as required by (h) and (i) of this subsection. The conditions for exemption for satellite accumulation 
are… 
 
 
 
40 CFR §262.15   Satellite accumulation area regulations for small and large quantity generators 
 

(a) A generator may accumulate as much as 55 gallons of non-acute hazardous waste and/or either one quart of 
liquid acute hazardous waste listed in §261.31 or §261.33(e) of this chapter or 1 kg (2.2 lbs) of solid acute hazardous 
waste listed in §261.31 or §261.33(e) of this chapter in containers at or near any point of generation where wastes 
initially accumulate which is under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste, without a 
permit or interim status and without complying with the requirements of parts 124, 264 through 267, and 270 of 
this chapter, provided that all of the conditions for exemption in this section are met. A generator may comply with 
the conditions for exemption in this section instead of complying with the conditions for exemption in §262.16(b) or 
§262.17(a), except as required in §262.15(a)(7) and (8). The conditions for exemption for satellite accumulation are... 
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