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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation Areas and Under the Control of the Operator
Q: Continuing with last week’s Two Minute Training (2MT) topic on Satellite Accumulation Area
(SAA) requirements, if an SAA must remain “under the control of the operator”, does that mean

only one person can be the designated operator?

A: Per WAC 173-303-174(2)(a) [40 CER 262.15(a)],:

“The satellite accumulation area must be under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or
secured at all times to prevent improper additions of wastes to a satellite container.”

The term “operator” as used in this regulation appears to indicate the operator is a singular person.
However, per the November 28, 2016, Federal Register Volume 81, No. 228, on page 85767, at the
bottom of the third column:

“On a related matter, commenters asked EPA to clarify whether an “operator” must be a single

individual. The Agency believes that there can be more than one operator per SAA over time. For example, as
employees change shifts over the course of a day, the role of the operator can be transferred from one employee to
another. Likewise, the Agency believes that there can also be more than one operator per SAA at the same time.
For example, multiple operators may be running laboratory equipment in the same room and share hazardous
waste containers located in a single SAA. However, the term operator does refer to an individual or individuals
responsible for the equipment or processes generating the hazardous waste and does not refer to a company or
entity as a whole.”

Therefore, the phrase “under the control of the operator” can be one or more persons but cannot be the
company or another entity as a whole. Since the intent of “under the control of the operator” is to
ensure that someone familiar with the process generating the hazardous waste is responsible for the
SAA, one or more persons can meet this standard.

SUMMARY:

B Multiple operators are allowed at the same time, and the role of the operator may be transferred from
one employee to the next.

B The term “operator” does not refer to the whole company or another entity.

B The requirement for an SAA to be under the control of the operator ensures that someone familiar with
the process is responsible for the SAA and this can be accomplished by multiple persons.

Excerpts from WAC 173-303-040, WAC 173-303-174 and 40 CFR 262.15 are attached to the e-mail. If you have any
questions, please contact me at Paul W _Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT
SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation Areas and Under the Control of the Operator
WAC 173-303-040 Definitions.

"Satellite accumulation area" means a location at or near any point of generation where dangerous waste is initially
accumulated in containers (during routine operations) prior to consolidation at a designated central accumulation
area or storage area. The area must be under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or
secured at all times to prevent improper additions of wastes into the satellite containers.

WAC 173-303-174 Satellite accumulation area regulations for medium quantity generators and
large quantity generators.

(1) A generator may accumulate as much as fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or either one quart of liquid acutely
hazardous waste or 2.2 Ibs. of solid acutely hazardous waste (as defined in WAC 173-303-040) in containers at or near
any point of generation where waste initially accumulates (defined as a satellite accumulation area in WAC 173-303-
040). The satellite accumulation area must be under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or
secured at all times to prevent improper additions of wastes to a satellite container. A generator may accumulate
waste without a permit, or without complying with WAC 173-303-400, 173-303-600, 173-303-692, and 173-303-800,
provided that all the conditions for exemption in this section are met. A generator may comply with the conditions
for exemption in this section instead of complying with the conditions for exemption in WAC 173-303-172 and 173-
303-200, except as required by (h) and (i) of this subsection. The conditions for exemption for satellite accumulation
are...

40 CFR §262.15 Satellite accumulation area regulations for small and large quantity generators

(a) A generator may accumulate as much as 55 gallons of non-acute hazardous waste and/or either one quart of
liquid acute hazardous waste listed in §261.31 or §261.33(e) of this chapter or 1 kg (2.2 Ibs) of solid acute hazardous
waste listed in §261.31 or §261.33(e) of this chapter in containers at or near any point of generation where wastes
initially accumulate which is under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste, without a
permit or interim status and without complying with the requirements of parts 124, 264 through 267, and 270 of
this chapter, provided that all of the conditions for exemption in this section are met. A generator may comply with
the conditions for exemption in this section instead of complying with the conditions for exemption in §262.16(b) or
§262.17(a), except as required in §262.15(a)(7) and (8). The conditions for exemption for satellite accumulation are...
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