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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Central Accumulation Areas and Signage Requirements 
 
 Q: A customer in Washington state is designing a central accumulation area (CAA - formerly known 

as a <90-day accumulation area) for ignitable and reactive dangerous wastes.  The customer wants 
to post signs stating “Central Accumulation Area”, “Danger - Unauthorized Personnel Keep Out” 
and “No Smoking”.  For a CAA, which signs are required and which signs, if any, are optional? 
 

 A: Per WAC 173-303-200(3)(f)(iii) [40 CFR 262.17], it basically states that a generator must take 
precautions to prevent accidental ignition or reaction of ignitable or reactive wastes.  One of 
those precautions is for the generator to post conspicuously, “No Smoking” signs wherever there 
is a hazard from ignitable or reactive wastes. 
 
Concerning “Danger – Unauthorized Personnel Keep Out” signs, per WAC 173-303-200(7)(c), 
the Washington Department of Ecology “may also require” that danger signs or an equivalent 
legend, be posted at each entrance to the CAA.  Since the regulation states that the department 
may require signs to be posted, the danger sign is not a requirement unless the department 
specifies the posting. 
 
A review of 40 CFR 262 revealed no parallel requirement at the Federal level for “Danger – 
Unauthorized Personnel Keep Out” signs.  Also, there was no Washington state or Federal 
requirement to post a “Central Accumulation Area” sign. 
 
Therefore, the customer would be required to post the “No Smoking” sign.   The danger sign 
may be required in Washington State but would not be required at the Federal level.  The CAA 
sign would also not be required.  Note that the generator could post both the danger and CAA 
signs as best management practices since regulations do not prohibit additional signs. 
 

 SUMMARY: 
 

 “No Smoking” signs are required at CAAs accumulating ignitable or reactive wastes. 
 

 “Danger – Unauthorized Personnel Keep Out” maybe be required at CAAs in Washington state and 
are not required at the Federal level. 
 

 “Central Accumulation Area” signs are not required, but can be a best management practice. 
 
WAC 173-303-200(3), 40 CFR 262.17 and WAC 173-303-200(7) are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any 
questions, contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 

mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING – ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: Central Accumulation Areas and Signage Requirements 
 
WAC 173-303-200 Conditions for exemption for a large quantity generator that accumulates dangerous waste. 
 
Large quantity generators, not to include transporters as referenced in WAC 173-303-240(3), may accumulate dangerous waste 
on site without a permit or interim status, and without complying with the requirements of WAC 173-303-600 provided that all 
of the following conditions for exemption listed in this section are met. 
 
(3) Accumulation of waste in containers. 

(f) Special requirements for ignitable or reactive waste. 
 

(iii) The generator must take precautions to prevent accidental ignition or reaction of ignitable or reactive 
waste. This waste must be separated and protected from sources of ignition or reaction including, but not 
limited to, the following: Frictional heat, sparks (static, electrical, or mechanical), and radiant heat. While 
ignitable or reactive waste is being handled, the generator must confine smoking and open flame to specially 
designated locations. "No Smoking" signs must be conspicuously place wherever there is a hazard from 
ignitable or reactive waste. 

 
(7) Labeling and marking of containers and tanks. 

(c) The department may also require that a sign be posted at each entrance to the accumulation area, bearing the 
legend, "danger - unauthorized personnel keep out," or an equivalent legend, written in English, and legible from a 
distance twenty-five feet or more. 

 
40 CFR §262.17   Conditions for exemption for a large quantity generator that accumulates hazardous waste 
A large quantity generator may accumulate hazardous waste on site without a permit or interim status, and without complying 
with the requirements of parts 124, 264 through 267, and 270 of this chapter, or the notification requirements of section 3010 of 
RCRA, provided that all of the following conditions for exemption are met: 

(a) Accumulation. A large quantity generator accumulates hazardous waste on site for no more than 90 days, unless in 
compliance with the accumulation time limit extension or F006 accumulation conditions for exemption in paragraphs (b) 
through (e) of this section. The following accumulation conditions also apply: 

(1) Accumulation of hazardous waste in containers. If the hazardous waste is placed in containers, the large quantity 
generator must comply with the following: 

(vi) Special conditions for accumulation of ignitable and reactive wastes.  

(B) The large quantity generator must take precautions to prevent accidental ignition or reaction of 
ignitable or reactive waste. This waste must be separated and protected from sources of ignition or 
reaction including but not limited to the following: Open flames, smoking, cutting and welding, hot 
surfaces, frictional heat, sparks (static, electrical, or mechanical), spontaneous ignition (e.g., from 
heat-producing chemical reactions), and radiant heat. While ignitable or reactive waste is being 
handled, the large quantity generator must confine smoking and open flame to specially designated 
locations. “No Smoking” signs must be conspicuously placed wherever there is a hazard from 
ignitable or reactive waste. 
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