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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Office Waste Management 
 

Q: Continuing with last week’s “Two Minute Training – Office Waste” theme, an administrative office 
building is located on the site of a large quantity generator, and the office management determines 
that waste generated would designate as a dangerous (or hazardous) waste.  What waste management 
options are available for this specific office waste generator? 
 

A: The waste management options available for dangerous waste generated at this administrative office 
building are the same options available to the large quantity generator site on which the office is 
located.  Any solid waste generated must be determined to be (or not to be) dangerous waste per WAC 
173-303-070(3) [40 CFR 262.11].  If the solid waste is not excluded from regulation and is determined 
to be a dangerous waste, then the office generator must ensure that the dangerous waste is properly 
accumulated prior to shipment to an on-site or off-site RCRA permitted dangerous waste treatment, 
storage or disposal facility.  Proper accumulation could occur in satellite accumulation areas, less than 
90-day accumulation areas, or on-site permitted storage facilities.  Improper accumulation areas would 
be trash cans destined for facilities not permitted for dangerous wastes, e.g., the local city landfill. 
 
If an administrative office building has been generating dangerous wastes such as certain full or 
partially full aerosol containers, the aerosol product could be used for its intended purpose until the 
container meets the definition of a RCRA empty container at WAC 173-303-160(2) [40 CFR 261.7].  
This action would eliminate the wastestream from RCRA regulation.  And the RCRA empty standard 
could be applied to any potential dangerous waste that is in a container.  The management of the 
administrative office could also substitute potentially dangerous office materials with nonregulated 
materials, thereby eliminating more wastestreams.  Also, recycling relief could be used to eliminate 
other office wastestreams from RCRA regulation, e.g., recycling of certain toner cartridges. 
 
The reality is that if an administrative office is located on a large quantity generator's site, and that 
office generates any amount of dangerous wastes, the accumulation and disposal of the dangerous 
office waste is subject to RCRA regulation.  

 SUMMARY: 
 

 Hazardous or dangerous office waste on a large quantity generator site is RCRA regulated. 
 

 Management options for regulated office waste can include: 
 Satellite accumulation 
 Less than 90-day accumulation  
 Permitted storage  
 Ensuring containers are RCRA empty  
 Substitution of potential regulated materials for nonregulated materials 
 Recycling. 

 
Nothing is attached.  If you have any questions, please contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-070
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-070
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2016-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2016-title40-vol28-sec262-11.xml
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-160
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2016-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2016-title40-vol28-sec261-7.xml
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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	TWO MINUTE TRAINING 



SUBJECT:	Office Waste Management



Q:	Continuing with last week’s “Two Minute Training – Office Waste” theme, an administrative office building is located on the site of a large quantity generator, and the office management determines that waste generated would designate as a dangerous (or hazardous) waste.  What waste management options are available for this specific office waste generator?


A:	The waste management options available for dangerous waste generated at this administrative office building are the same options available to the large quantity generator site on which the office is located.  Any solid waste generated must be determined to be (or not to be) dangerous waste per WAC 173-303-070(3) [40 CFR 262.11].  If the solid waste is not excluded from regulation and is determined to be a dangerous waste, then the office generator must ensure that the dangerous waste is properly accumulated prior to shipment to an on-site or off-site RCRA permitted dangerous waste treatment, storage or disposal facility.  Proper accumulation could occur in satellite accumulation areas, less than 90-day accumulation areas, or on-site permitted storage facilities.  Improper accumulation areas would be trash cans destined for facilities not permitted for dangerous wastes, e.g., the local city landfill.

If an administrative office building has been generating dangerous wastes such as certain full or partially full aerosol containers, the aerosol product could be used for its intended purpose until the container meets the definition of a RCRA empty container at WAC 173-303-160(2) [40 CFR 261.7].  This action would eliminate the wastestream from RCRA regulation.  And the RCRA empty standard could be applied to any potential dangerous waste that is in a container.  The management of the administrative office could also substitute potentially dangerous office materials with nonregulated materials, thereby eliminating more wastestreams.  Also, recycling relief could be used to eliminate other office wastestreams from RCRA regulation, e.g., recycling of certain toner cartridges.

The reality is that if an administrative office is located on a large quantity generator's site, and that office generates any amount of dangerous wastes, the accumulation and disposal of the dangerous office waste is subject to RCRA regulation. 

 SUMMARY:
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		regulated office waste can include:



		Satellite accumulation



Less than 90-day accumulation 

Permitted storage 

Ensuring containers are RCRA empty 

Substitution of potential regulated materials for nonregulated materials

Recycling.



Nothing is attached.  If you have any questions, please contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.



