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SUBJECT:

Q:

SUMMARY:

TWO MINUTE TRAINING
Overpacks vs. Salvage Drums

What are the basic differences between an overpack and a salvage drum in terms of the Department of
Transportation (DOT) regulations?

Per 49 CFR 171.8, "Definitions":

Overpack,, except as provided in subpart K of part 178 of this subchapter, means an enclosure that is
used by a single consignor to provide protection or convenience in handling of a package or to
consolidate two or more packages. Overpack does not include a transport vehicle, freight container, or
aircraft unit load device. Examples of overpacks are one or more packages:

(1) Placed or stacked onto a load board such as a pallet and secured by strapping, shrink
wrapping, stretch wrapping, or other suitable means; or

(2) Placed in a protective outer packaging such as a box or crate.

Salvage packaging means a special packaging conforming to 173.3 of this subchapter into which
damaged, defective, leaking, or non-conforming hazardous materials packages, or hazardous materials
that have spilled or leaked, are placed for purposes of transport for recovery or disposal.

[Note that "packaging" means a receptacle (drum, container, box, etc.) and any other components or
materials necessary for the receptacle to perform its containment function in conformance with the
minimum packing requirements of DOT. A "package" means a packaging plus its contents.]

An overpack drum is not a DOT packaging. Hence, DOT's reference to an overpack as an "enclosure™
and its use to provide protection or convenience in handling or consolidating DOT packages. The inner
container of an overpack is the DOT packaging and the inner container plus its contents is the DOT
package. To state simply, an overpack contains a good container, i.e., the inner container is the actual
DOT packaging and it is not damaged, not defective, and can perform its containment function per DOT.

A salvage drum is a DOT packaging. The inner container of a salvage drum is not a DOT packaging
since the inner container is damaged, defective, leaking, or can no longer perform its containment
function per DOT. Hence, the salvage drum, plus the inner damaged container, plus its contents are the
DOT package. To state simply, a salvage drum contains a bad container, i.e., the inner container is not
the DOT packaging because it is damaged, defective, leaking, or can no longer perform its containment
function per DOT.

B An overpack contains a good container.

B A salvage drum contains a bad container.
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