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1348. RCRA LR One-Year Storage Prohibition vs., PCB One-Year Disposal Time Limit SEP 12, 2019
1349. Regulatory Status of PCB Remediation Wastes Disposed Prior to April 18, 1978 ENCORE SEP 19, 2019
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT: Regulatory Status of PCB Remediation Wastes

Q: PCB contaminated soil is discovered on a customer's site with PCB concentrations >50 ppm. The
customer knows that several spills occurred in 1975 but does not know the original PCB concentrations
or sources of the spills. The customer wants to remediate the area but is unsure if the PCB
contaminated soil meets the definition of “PCB remediation waste". What is the definition of PCB
remediation waste and does our customer's PCB contaminated soil meet that definition?

A: Per 40 CER 761.3, "PCB remediation waste" is basically defined as waste containing PCBs as a result
of a spill, release, or other unauthorized disposal and can include soil, rags, and other debris
generated as a result of any PCB spill cleanup. Since the customer has soil contaminated with
PCBs from spills, it basically meets the definition of PCB remediation waste.

However, the definition goes on to state various dates and concentrations of the original spills that
must be considered in determining if a material is PCB remediation waste. The definition states
that a material is PCB remediation waste if:

e Disposed of prior to April 18, 1978, and currently >50 ppm PCBs, regardless of the
concentration of the original spill; or

e Currently at any volume or concentration where the original source was >500 ppm PCBs
beginning on April 18, 1978, or >50 ppm PCBs beginning on July 2, 1979; or

e Currently at any concentration, if the PCBs are spilled or released from a source not
authorized for use under this part.

Since our customer's PCB waste was disposed prior to April 18, 1978, and is currently >50 ppm
PCBs, the PCB contaminated soil meets the definition of PCB remediation waste. Note that this is
regardless of the concentration of the original spill.
SUMMARY:
B PCB remediation wastes:
# Are materials containing PCBs as a result of spills, releases, or unauthorized disposal;
# Can be soil, rags and other debris generated as a result of any PCB spill cleanups;

# Are defined per the date of disposal and the concentration of the original spill.

An excerpt from 40 CFR 761.3, concerning the definition of PCB remediation waste is attached to the e-mail. If you
have any questions, contact me at Paul W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2019-title40-vol34/xml/CFR-2019-title40-vol34-sec761-3.xml
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT
SUBJECT: Regulatory Status of PCB Remediation Wastes Disposed Prior to April 18, 1978
40 CFR 761.3 Definitions.

PCB remediation waste means waste containing PCBs as a result of a spill, release, or other unauthorized disposal, at
the following concentrations:

* Materials disposed of prior to April 18, 1978, that are currently at concentrations 250 ppm PCBs, regardless of
the concentration of the original spill;

* Materials which are currently at any volume or concentration where the original source was >500 ppm PCBs
beginning on April 18, 1978, or 250 ppm PCBs beginning on July 2, 1979; and

* Materials which are currently at any concentration if the PCBs are spilled or released from a source not
authorized for use under this part.

PCB remediation waste means soil, rags, and other debris generated as a result of any PCB spill cleanup, including,
but not limited to:

(1) Environmental media containing PCBs, such as soil and gravel; dredged materials, such as
sediments, settled sediment fines, and aqueous decantate from sediment.

(2) Sewage sludge containing < 50 ppm PCBs and not in use according to §761.20(a)(4); PCB
sewage sludge; commercial or industrial sludge contaminated as the result of a spill of PCBs
including sludges located in or removed from any pollution control device; aqueous decantate from
an industrial sludge.

3) Buildings and other man-made structures (such as concrete floors, wood floors, or walls

contaminated from a leaking PCB or PCB-Contaminated Transformer), porous surfaces, and non-
porous surfaces.

FROM: Paul W. Martin DATE: 9/19/19 FILE: 2MT\2019\091919.rtf PG: 2

DISCLAIMER - “Two Minute Training” (“2MT") is a peer-to-peer communication, presented to share the benefit of the author’s work experience with other professionals, who can independently evaluate his analysis.
2MT does not necessarily reflect the opinions, conclusions or policies of the author’s past or current employers or the US Department of Energy. The author’s employers do not take any responsibility for the accuracy
of its conclusions. 2MT is not intended to be used as authoritative guidance or direction by any person or entity. Anyone transmitting or reproducing it is prohibited from modifying its content, this disclaimer, or other
text, or republishing it independent of its original source.




	FROM: PAUL W. MARTIN, RCRA Subject Matter Expert
	CHPRC Environmental Protection, Hanford, WA
	DATE: SEPTEMBER 19, 2019
	TWO MINUTE TRAINING
	An excerpt from 40 CFR 761.3, concerning the definition of PCB remediation waste is attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.

