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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Universal Waste, Satellite Accumulation and Centralized Collection Areas 
 
 Q: A customer has been collecting universal waste at multiple locations throughout the customer’s 

facility.  The customer has been keeping the universal waste collection areas “at or near” the 
original point of generation analogous to the satellite accumulation area (SAA) requirements.  
However, the customer would like to routinely consolidate the multiple universal waste locations to 
a centralized collection point for ease of shipment preparation.  Is universal waste required to be 
collected near the original point of generation analogous to the SAA requirements? 

 
A: Per the May 11, 1995, Federal Register on page 25527 it states:  

 
“The Agency has decided not to add a provision analogous to the satellite accumulation 
provision to the universal waste regulations for several reasons.” 
 
Those reasons basically included: 1), universal waste handlers already manage their universal 
wastes very similarly to SAA requirements in that the number of locations is not limited.  2), 
unlike unlimited accumulation time for SAAs, universal waste is limited to one year of 
accumulation; however, if universal waste needs to be accumulated for more than one year the 
generator can exceed the one-year limit if the accumulation is necessary to facilitate proper 
recovery, treatment or disposal. And 3), since the goal of the universal waste regulations was to 
make the regulation clear and easy to work with for both the regulated community and the 
implementing agencies, EPA believed that having one consistent time limit for all universal 
waste managed at one site was an important goal. 
 
Since the customer “may” accumulate universal waste at multiple locations, the converse is true that 
the customer may also accumulate universal waste in one centralized location.  In this sense, 
universal waste accumulation is more analogous to <90-day accumulation areas, i.e., a generator 
can generate hazardous waste at multiple locations and accumulate the waste in a centralized 
accumulation area.   
 

 SUMMARY: 
 

 Universal waste regulations do not limit the accumulation location or the number of locations.  
 

 The SAA requirements do not apply to universal waste, e.g., “at or near” does not apply. 
 

 A universal waste handler can accumulate at the point of generation or at a centralized area. 
 
An excerpt from the May 11, 1995, Federal Register is attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, contact 
me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1995-05-11/pdf/95-11143.pdf
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING – ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: Universal Waste, Satellite Accumulation and Centralized Collection Areas 
 
25527 Federal Register / Vol. 60, No. 91 / Thursday, May 11, 1995 / Rules and Regulations 
 
“The Agency has decided not to add a provision analogous to the satellite accumulation provision to the 
universal waste regulations for several reasons.  First, under the universal waste final rule, handlers may already 
manage their wastes very similarly to management under the satellite accumulation provision. For example, the 
proposed and final universal waste regulations do not limit the location, or number of locations, at which a 
handler of universal waste may accumulate universal wastes. Thus a handler may continue to accumulate 
universal wastes at points of generation. A handler may accumulate these wastes for up to one year (which is 
two or four times longer than the 90 or 180 days allowed under the existing hazardous waste generator 
regulations), and under the revised final regulation a handler may accumulate universal waste for longer than 
one year if certain conditions are met. Further, the quantity of universal waste that can be accumulated at a point 
of generation is not limited to 55 gallons (a handler of universal waste must notify, however, if the total quantity 
of universal wastes accumulated on-site equals or exceeds the 5,000-kilogram notification limit). The only 
substantive additional requirement under the universal waste rule will be to mark or label the container (or use 
an alternate method) to document the earliest date any universal waste accumulated at the location became a 
waste. 
 
Second, although the time limit may appear to be a constraint when compared to the satellite accumulation 
provision, with the revision discussed above, handlers of universal waste who need to accumulate wastes for 
more than one year to facilitate proper recovery, treatment, or disposal will have the option to do so. The 
handler, however, bears the burden of proving that such activity is solely for the purpose of accumulation of 
such quantities of universal waste as necessary to facilitate proper recovery, treatment, or disposal. In addition, 
the Agency points out that the existing satellite accumulation provisions are available only to regulated 
generators who have EPA identification numbers and are complying with the full part 262 requirements 
including 90- or 180-day accumulation time limits 40 CFR 262.34 accumulation unit standards, biennial reports, 
and manifests. The Agency does not believe it would be appropriate to allow unlimited accumulation time for 
handlers of universal waste who are not required to comply with the part 262 controls, but are instead following 
the streamlined requirements of the universal waste regulations.  
 
Third, the Agency points out that one of its major goals in developing the universal waste regulations is to 
make the regulation clear and easy to work with for both the regulated community and implementing agencies. 
The Agency believes that having one consistent time limit for all universal waste managed at one site is 
important to this goal. The Agency also notes that handlers of universal waste who generate extremely small 
quantities of hazardous waste (<100 kg per month) would, under the final rule, still have the option to manage 
their wastes under the Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator provisions of 40 CFR 261.5 rather than 
the universal waste regulations (or the full Subtitle C regulations).”   
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