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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: Defining Criteria for Household Waste Exclusion 
 
 Q: With the holidays approaching and lots of waste to be generated in homes, what criteria must be applied to 

household waste to ensure that it meets the dangerous waste exclusion found at WAC 173-303-071(3)(c) 
[40 CFR 261.4(b)(1)]? 
 

 A: The Household Waste Exclusion basically states that waste generated by consumers is not subject to 
regulation as a dangerous or hazardous waste.  In the November 13, 1984, Federal Register on page 
44978, EPA stated that two criteria must be applied to ensure that a waste meets the requirements of the 
exclusion.  First, the waste must be generated by permanent individuals (home owners) or temporary 
(renters) of a household.  Second, the waste stream must be composed primarily of materials found in 
the wastes generated by consumers in their homes.  In EPA's view, a waste stream meeting both criteria 
is a household waste subject to the exclusion.  Therefore homes, apartments, bunkhouses, ranger 
stations, campgrounds, and picnic grounds that generate wastes similar to wastes generated by 
consumers in their household are considered household waste and eligible for the exclusion. 
 
In contrast, wastes from retail stores, office buildings, restaurants, and shopping centers do not meet the 
two criteria:  They do not serve as permanent or temporary residences for individuals and the wastes 
generated at these establishments are not necessarily similar to wastes generated by consumers in their 
homes.  EPA also stated on page 44978 of the November 13, 1984 Federal Register: 
 
“… there is no basis for extending the household waste exclusion to wastes such as debris produced 
during building construction, renovation, or demolition in houses or other residences, as EPA does not 
consider wastes from these sources to be similar to those generated by a consumer in the home in the 
course of daily living.”   
 
Therefore, these wastes must be evaluated as any other solid waste to determine if hazardous waste 
regulations apply. 

 
SUMMARY: 
 

 Household waste must be: 
→ Generated by the residents of the household and, 
→ Composed primarily of household-type wastes generated by consumers in their homes. 

 
 Establishments such as retail stores, office buildings, restaurants, and shopping centers do not 

meet the two criteria. 
 

 Debris from building construction, renovation, or demolition in houses, or other residences, is 
not similar to wastes generated by a consumer in the home in the course of daily living and is 
therefore not eligible for the household waste exclusion.   

 
 

WAC 173-303-071(3)(c) and 40 CFR 261.4(b)(1) are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, please contact 
me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-071
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2015-title40-vol26/xml/CFR-2015-title40-vol26-sec261-4.xml
http://cdn.loc.gov/service/ll/fedreg/fr049/fr049220/fr049220.pdf
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 
 
SUBJECT: Defining Criteria for Household Waste Exclusion 
 
 
WAC 173-303-071 Excluded categories of waste.  
 
(3) Exclusions. The following categories of waste are excluded from the requirements of chapter 173-303 WAC, except 
for WAC 173-303-050*, 173-303-145*, and 173-303-960*, and as otherwise specified:  
 

(c) Household wastes, including household waste that has been collected, transported, stored, or disposed. 
Wastes that are residues from or are generated by the management of household wastes (e.g., leachate, ash from 
burning of refuse-derived fuel) are not excluded by this provision. "Household wastes" means any waste material 
(including, but not limited to, garbage, trash, and sanitary wastes in septic tanks) derived from households 
(including single and multiple residences, hotels and motels, bunkhouses, ranger stations, crew quarters, 
campgrounds, picnic grounds, and day-use recreation areas). 

 
*WAC 173-303-050 Department of ecology cleanup authority. 
*WAC 173-303-145 Spills and discharges into the environment. 
*WAC 173-303-960 Special powers and authorities of the department. 
 
 
 
 
40 CFR 261.4  Exclusions 
 
(b) Solid wastes which are not hazardous wastes. The following solid wastes are not hazardous wastes:  

 
(1) Household waste, including household waste that has been collected, transported, stored, treated, disposed, 
recovered (e.g., refuse-derived fuel) or reused. “Household waste” means any material (including garbage, trash 
and sanitary wastes in septic tanks) derived from households (including single and multiple residences, hotels 
and motels, bunkhouses, ranger stations, crew quarters, campgrounds, picnic grounds and day-use recreation 
areas).   
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