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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT: Used Oil and Weekly Inspections
Q: A customer understands the basic container requirements for a used oil generator, i.e.,
used oil containers must be closed except when adding or removing used oil; in good
condition; and marked “Used Oil”, but the customer does not understand why daily or

weekly inspections are not required. So what’s up with that?

A: Per the September 10, 1992, Federal Register on page 41587 it states:

“Inspection requirements. In the 1985 and 1991 proposals, EPA proposed daily inspection
requirements for used oil generators to assure the discovery of used oil spills and releases at used oil
generator facilities, commenters opposed the proposed daily inspection requirements. Most of these
commenters claimed that when generators are loading/transferring used oils, they check for leaks
and spills and take appropriate action at that the time to clean up the released oil and contaminated
materials. Transferring operations do not occur daily at generator sites. SPCC [Spill Prevention
Control and Counter-Measures Plan] inspection and clean up requirements will be applicable
independently.”

And in case the above wording it is not clear, in the September 10, 1992, Federal Register
on page 41584, “Table V1.2 — Used Oil” identifies used oil generator requirements and
whether the requirements are new or existing. On the line item for “Inspection
requirements”, the determination of new or existing is marked as “NA” or not applicable.
Therefore, container inspections of used oil containers are not required.

SUMMARY:

B Used oil generator requirements for containers are basically that the containers be closed,
in good condition and marked as “used oil”.

B EPA proposed daily inspection requirements for used oil but commenters were opposed.

B Due to comments that used oil containers are routinely checked during loading and
transferring, EPA did not require inspections by used oil generators.

Nothing is attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions, contact me at Paul W_Martin@rl.gov
or at (509) 376-6620.
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