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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT:

Fluorescent Light Ballasts and PCB Annual Reporting

Q:

In last week’s Two Minute Training (2MT), the customer disposed of PCB ballasts with PCBs in the
potting material as PCB Bulk Product Wastes. The customer knows that certain PCB Bulk Product
Wastes such as plastic vehicle parts, applied dried paints, non-liquid building demolition debris, etc.,
are not subject to the PCB annual report referenced in 40 CFR 761, Subpart K. Since fluorescent
ballasts containing PCBs in the potting material are regulated for disposal as PCB Bulk Product
Wastes, does this mean that these types of ballasts do not have to be reported?

A:

Maybe.
A review of 40 CFR 761.62(b)(1) confirms no references to “fluorescent” or “ballasts”. However,
761.62(b)(1) allows for other PCB Bulk Product Waste to be disposed under paragraph (b) but only if
the other waste, such as these PCB ballasts, meets the leachate test under 761.62(b)(1)(i).
Also, 40 CFR 761.62(b)(2) allows for the disposal of PCB Bulk Product Waste other than those
materials meeting paragraph (b)(1) if the material, such as these PCB ballasts, are segregated from
organic liquid disposed in a municipal landfill, and the landfill leachate is collected and monitored for
PCBs. If the conditions in (b)(1) or (b)(2) are met, these PCB ballasts can be managed under 40 CFR
761.62(b). Then under 761.62(b)(6), subparts C, "Marking or PCBs and PCB Items"; J, "General
Records and Reports"; and K, "PCB Waste Disposal Records and Records"; do not apply. Subpart J is
specific to the annual document log and annual records that contribute to PCB annual report.
Therefore, if the customer’s PCB ballast are sampled and meet the leach test (<10 µg/L of water), or if
the customer’s PCB ballasts are disposed in a municipal landfill that segregates the PCB ballasts from
organic liquids, and the landfill leachate is collected and monitored - then theses PCB ballasts are not
subject the PCB annual report of 40 CFR 761, Subpart K.

SUMMARY:
PCB Bulk Product Wastes disposed under 40 CFR 761.62(b) are not subject to PCB marking,
manifesting or annual reports.
Specified PCB Bulk Product Wastes in (b)(1)(i), e.g., applied dried paints, are not subject to PCB
annual reports, etc.
Other PCB Bulk Product Wastes in (b)(1)(ii) and (b)(2) may not be subject to PCB annual reports if
a leach test is passed or if the landfill segregates from organic liquids and collects and monitors its
leachate.
An excerpt from 40 CFR 761.62(b) is attached. If you have any questions, contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or
at (509) 376-6620.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT
SUBJECT:

Fluorescent Light Ballasts and PCB Annual Reporting

40 CFR 761.62 Disposal of PCB bulk product waste
(b) Disposal in solid waste landfills.
(1) Any person may dispose of the following PCB bulk product waste in a facility permitted, licensed, or
registered by a State as a municipal or non-municipal non-hazardous waste landfill:
(i) Plastics (such as plastic insulation from wire or cable; radio, television and computer casings; vehicle
parts; or furniture laminates); preformed or molded rubber parts and components; applied dried paints,
varnishes, waxes or other similar coatings or sealants; caulking; Galbestos; non-liquid building
demolition debris; or non-liquid PCB bulk product waste from the shredding of automobiles or household
appliances from which PCB small capacitors have been removed (shredder fluff).
(ii) Other PCB bulk product waste, sampled in accordance with the protocols set out in subpart R of this
part, that leaches PCBs at <10 µg/L of water measured using a procedure used to simulate leachate
generation.
(2) Any person may dispose of PCB bulk product waste other than those materials meeting the conditions of
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, (e.g., paper or felt gaskets contaminated by liquid PCBs in a facility that is
permitted, licensed, or registered by a State to manage municipal solid waste subject to part 258 of this chapter
or non-municipal non-hazardous waste subject to §§257.5 through 257.30 of this chapter, as applicable, if:
(i) The PCB bulk product waste is segregated from organic liquids disposed of in the landfill unit.
(ii) Leachate is collected from the landfill unit and monitored for PCBs.
(3) Any release of PCBs (including but not limited to leachate) from the landfill unit shall be cleaned up in
accordance with §761.61.
(4)
(i) Any person disposing off-site of PCB bulk product waste regulated under paragraph (b)(1) of this
section at a waste management facility not having a commercial PCB storage or disposal approval must
provide written notice to the facility a minimum of 15 days in advance of the first shipment from the
same disposal waste stream. The notice shall state that the PCB bulk product waste may include
components containing PCBs at ≥50 ppm based on analysis of the waste in the shipment or application of
a general knowledge of the waste stream (or similar material) which is known to contain PCBs at those
levels, and that the PCB bulk product waste is known or presumed to leach <10 µg/L PCBs.
(ii) Any person disposing off-site of PCB bulk product waste regulated under paragraph (b)(2) of this
section at a waste management facility not having a commercial PCB storage or disposal approval must
provide written notice to the facility a minimum of 15 days in advance of the first shipment from the
same disposal waste stream and with each shipment thereafter. The notice shall state that the PCB bulk
product waste may include components containing PCBs at ≥50 ppm based on analysis of the waste in
the shipment or application of a general knowledge of the waste stream (or similar material) which is
known to contain PCBs at those levels, and that the PCB bulk product waste is known or presumed to
leach ≥10 µg/L PCBs.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT
SUBJECT:

Fluorescent Light Ballasts and PCB Annual Reporting

(5) Any person disposing of PCB bulk product waste must maintain a written record of all sampling and analysis
of PCBs or notifications made under this paragraph for 3 years from the date of the waste's generation. The
records must be made available to EPA upon request.
(6) Requirements in subparts C, J, and K of this part do not apply to waste disposed of under paragraph (b) of this
section.
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