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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  
 
SUBJECT: The Purpose of Keeping Containers Closed Except When Adding or Removing Wastes 
 

Q: During "Bring your Sullen Teenager To Work Day", an all too worldly teenager asked our customer 
why containers of hazardous waste must always be closed, except when necessary to add or remove 
waste.  It was explained to the teenager during the facility tour that keeping a container closed 
prevented spills in case containers are ever tipped over.  The teenager mumbled, "That's stupid!  
How often do your guys knock over containers anyhow?"  The teenager's comment caused our 
customer to ponder - "What is the purpose of the regulation to keep containers closed except when 
adding or removing wastes?  Is it for more than just tipsy containers?” 
 

A: WAC 173-303-630(5)(a), which is equivalent to the Federal regulations at 40 CFR 264.173(a) and 
40 CFR 265.173(a), states essentially what the customer told the teenager, but does not state the 
purpose: 
 
"A container holding dangerous waste must always be closed, except when it is necessary to add or 
remove waste." 
 
In order to understand the purpose of keeping a hazardous waste container closed, it is necessary to 
review the  May 19, 1980, Federal Register (FR 45 33154) on page 33199 which states: 
 
"Its purpose is, as it was originally, to minimize emissions of volatile wastes, to help protect 
ignitable or reactive wastes from sources of ignition or reaction, to help prevent spills, and to 
reduce the potential for mixing of incompatible wastes and direct contact of facility personnel with 
waste." 
 
Therefore our customer's response to the - let’s say “inquisitive” teenager - was partially correct and 
in no way wrong.  In addition to preventing spills, keeping a container closed also prevents 
emissions, explosions, and exposures.  Not only would a closed container prevent a spill if tipped 
over; a closed container would also minimize volatile emissions, chances of an explosion and 
personnel exposures - even when the container is in an upright and stable position. 
 

 SUMMARY: 
 

 A container holding dangerous waste must always be closed, except when it is necessary to add or 
remove wastes. 
 

 The purpose of a closed container is to minimize emissions, reactions, spills and exposures. 
 

 The purpose of "Bring Your Sullen Teenager to Work Day" is, and remains, a mystery. 
 
Nothing is attached.  If you have any questions, contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.  
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303-630
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2017-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2017-title40-vol28-sec264-173.xml
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2017-title40-vol28/xml/CFR-2017-title40-vol28-sec265-173.xml
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-03/documents/45fr33154.pdf
mailto:Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov?subject=Two%20Minute%20Training%20Question
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