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Central Waste Complex
The U.S. Department of Energy and contractor CH2M HILL Plateau
Remediation Company are safely and compliantly managing radioactive
and mixed waste stored at the Central Waste Complex at the Hanford
Site in southeast Washington state.
Waste is stored, treated and repackaged
as required for disposal at Hanford’s
Central Waste Complex.

Workers load a waste container at the
Central Waste Complex for shipment to an
off-site waste repackaging facility.

For more information:
Destry Henderson, CHPRC
(509) 376-8644,
Destry_J_Henderson@rl.gov

Mark Heeter, U.S. Department of Energy
Richland Operations Office
(509) 373-1970, Mark.Heeter@rl.doe.gov
Or visit us on the web at:
www.hanford.gov
www.plateauremediation.hanford.gov

Background
The Central Waste Compl ex (CWC) is a storage and treatm ent unit
l ocated in the center of the Hanford Site i n southeast Washi ngton state.
At the facility, workers store and treat mixed l ow-l evel waste,
transuranic and transuranic mixed waste, polychl ori nated bi phenyl
waste and other waste types requiri ng treatm ent before disposal. Waste
stored at the CWC will be treated and repackaged as required for
disposal .
The CWC has approxim atel y 300,000
square feet (27,900 square m eters) of
storage space, the equivalent of six
football fiel ds, and can store up to
64,000 drums. The facili ty has seven
l arge storage buil di ngs, 12 small
storage buil di ngs and five areas for
outdoor storage.

Mission
Waste stored and treated at the CWC
prim arily comes from onsi te sources,
such as retri eved waste from burial
Workers transport transuranic waste to the
grounds and waste generated by
Central Waste Complex.
retri eval work at other Hanford
faciliti es. Eventually, the waste
stored at the CWC will be disposed
of onsite or at the Waste Isol ati on
Pil ot Pl ant i n New M exico.
Currently, more than 8,000 waste
contai ners, m ai nly drums, are
l ocated insi de CWC storage
buildi ngs. The waste containers are
i nspected weekly to ensure safe and
com pliant storage.
Workers prepare a waste shipment for
transport to an off-site repackaging facility.

